Science Teacher Survey
Page 1

Science Teacher Survey

Please read each item carefully and answer candidly based on your experiences/ingruction during the current
school year. Thisinformation will provide ingght into students learning environments. Y our cooperdtion is
greatly appreciated.

Teaching Environment

1. Using the scale provided, please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following statements:
(Darken one circle on each line.)

. Strongly Diss No Srongly
In this school: Disagree agree Opinion Agree Agree
A GoalSaNd PriortiES @ CIEAN ... ... vv ettt e et e e e e e ) o) @) @) O
b. Thereisagreat dea of cooperative effort among staff members............................ @) @) O @) )
c. | make aconscious effort to coordinate the content of my courses with other
152007 £ TP )
d. Teachersare continually learning and seeking new ideas.............cccoeveiiiiiininnne. )
e. Most of my colleagues share my bdiefs and values about what the central mission of
the sChool SNOUIA DB .. ... e e e O @) @) @) O
f.  Theteachers and the administration are in close agreement on school discipline
070 1o, PP ) ) O O O
g. | amencouraged to experiment with my teaching.................ocooi i, ) O O O O
Staff are involved in making decisions that affect them..................oooi i @) @) O @) )
i. | haveinfluence on the decisions which directly affectme...............coooeiiiiiinis ) O O O O
J.  Teachersin this school have a shared vision of effective science instruction............. @) O O O O
k. | feel accepted and respected as a colleague by most staff members........................ ) ) O @) O

2. How often since the beginning of the current school year, did you:

(Darken one circle on each line)
10 or
3-4 5-9 More
Never Once Twice Times Times Times

a.  Receive meaningful feedback on your performance from your supervisor(s) or

C. Receive useful suggestions for teaching techniques or student activities from
colleaguesinyour department. .. .......coouiiie e e e e @) ) ) @) @) O
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3. About how many hours per month (on average) do you spend meeting with other teachers on lesson planning,
curriculum development, guidance and counseling, evaluation of programs, or other collaborative work related to

curriculum and instruction? (Darken only one.)

Less than 1-5 6-10 Morethan
None 1 hour hours hours 10 hours
Estimated time per month............................ o) ) o) o) )

4. Do you participate in aregularly scheduled planning period with other teachers? (Check only one.)

Yes No

(If no, skip to question 5)

a.  How longisatypicd planning period with other teachers? MINUTES

How often do you meet with other teachers for a planning period? (Darken only one.)

Less than More than
once Once Twice 3-5times 5times
How oftenperweek..........cooveviiiiiiiiiieenns @) @) O O O

5. Given the time you do spend mesting with other teachers, please indicate about what proportion of time you spend on
the following activities and how useful you consider it to be. Mark “none” and “does not apply” if you never meet

with other teachers. (Darken one circle in each section on each line.)

PROPORTION OF
MEETING TIME USEFULNESS
Less More Some- Does
than About than | Not what Very Not
None Haf Half Half | Useful Useful Useful Apply

(Mark one on each row.)

a.  Coordinate content: Teachers decide common themes, suggest
related materials and activities to guide ingtruction.................. @) @) @) O

b. Anayze teaching: Teachers discuss specific teaching practices
and behaviorsof teammembers............coo i @) @) O O

c. Diagnoseindividua students: Teachers discuss problems of
specific students and arrange appropriate help........................ O O O o)

d.  Administrative tasks: Teachers submit orders, distribute
MALENTAIS, BIC. ... ittt e e e ®) 0] ®) O

(Mark one on each row.)
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6. How much influence do teachersin your school have over school policy in the areas below?
(Darken one circle on each line)
A Grett
No Some Ded of
Influence Influence Influence
a.  Determining the content of iN-ServiCe Programs.........c.vveeveeineersveienne e eennens @) @) O @)
b.  Establishing School CUrriculum............oiuieiii e o) O O O o)
c. Determining the school’ s schedule (including teacher prep periods)................... @) @) O @) O
d.  Hiring new professional Personnel.............ooviieiiiie i e) O O O o)
e.  Planning school building BUAELS.............oviiiei e, o) O O O O
f.  Determining specific professiona and teaching assignments (e.g., Biology, Earth
SCIBNCE, BHC.) .. ettt et ettt e et e e e et e e e e ) O O O )
0. Seecting textbooks and other instructional materias.............c..coviiiiiiini .. @)
7. How many of your students parents do the following?
(Darken one circle on each line.)
About Almost Not
None Few Some Half All | Applicable
a  Attend parent-teacher CONfErenCes.............covvvveviiiiii i, O O o O © o)
b.  Expresstheir support for the use of investigative approaches to science
10 8 o1 o @) @) O @) O )
c. Expresstheir support for traditional (textbook/back-to-basics)
approachesto SCIENCEINSIIUCION. ... . ...t O O O o) o) o)
d. Paticipate in reflective discussions related to curriculum and
1S (1 1 o ) @) O @) O )
Per ceptions
8. To what extent are the following true of science-related policies and procedures in your district?
(Darken one circle on each line.)
Not at Some Great
all extent extent
Policies and Procedures:
a.  Reguirethat every student be enrolled in high quality and rigorous science
0107 = 101U e) o) @)
b.  Strengthen the emphasis on mathematics, science, and technology..................... @) @) O
c.  Require dignment/coordination among curriculum, instruction, assessment, and
professional deVEIOPMENT. .........ueie e e @) O O O O
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9. Please rate the impact of the following on your science instruction.

(Darken one circle on each line)
Substantial  Slight Sight  Substantial
Negative Negative No Clear Positive Positive Not
I mpact Impact Impact  Impact Impact [Applicable

a  State and/or didtrict policies, requirements, or standards......... @) @) @) @) O )
Local school board..........cc.ovieiiii o) ) o) o) o) o)
c. Digtrict/school structures for recognizing and rewarding
11072 o 1< £ 0] 'e) 0] e e) 0]
d.  Anexternadly sponsored school reform initiative in which your
school participates (e.g., SSIMMS, LaSIP, CONNECT)........... @)
e. Professona organizations (e.g., NSTA, NCTE, NRC)........... o)
f.  Faculty at collegesor universSities.............c.oovveveiiie e @)

g. Avalableinstructiona materials.............coooeeiiiiii i,

O O O O O
O O O O O
O O O O O
O O O O O
O O O O O

Locd organizations, ingtitutions, and/or businesses...............

Professional Development

10. Please indicate below the duration of any professiona development (PD) sessions that you have participated in during
the past two years. (Darken al that apply.)
Duration Categories:

None- | have not had thistype of PD " Lengthy PD of 4-6 weeks or more
Short term PD of lessthan 2 weeks " Continuing Contact PD where contact was maintained
Longer term PD of 2-3 weeks after initial session for a minimum of 6 months
Duration
Short Longer Continuing
Term Term Lengthy Contact
None PD PD PD PD

a  Immerson: Immersion into solving scientific problems or experience in the
day-to-day WOrk Of aSCIENtiSt......ccuveeiie e e e e @) @) O @) O

b.  Curriculum or Ingtruction Implementation: Learning, using, and refining use
of a particular set of instructional materialsin the classroom...................... O O @) @) O

c.  Curriculum or Insgtruction Development: Creating new instructional materials
and strategies to better meet the learning needs of students........................ e} o) O @) e}

d. Examining Practice: Case discussions of classroom scenarios or examining
student work and SCOriNg 8SSESSMENTS. .. .....vvuueeie et et e e eeeeeeneen @) @) O @) O

e.  Collaborative work: Study groups, coaching, mentoring, or classroom
observation and feedback............oo i O O @) @) O
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Classr oom Environment

11. In assessing the work of the students in the class surveyed, what percent of the fina grade is based on the following
types of assessment? TOTAL PERCENT MUST ADD TO 100.

%
a  HOmMework assignments...........ouieiiinie i L
D.  ProjectSor SpeCial EXEICISES. .. ..uie et e e L
C.  LabOratory EXEICISES. .. .uv e et et et e e et e e L
d. Thequdity and willingness of studentsto respond inclass...................... L
e. Responsestoinformal qUEStIoNING..........ccovviriie i -
f.  Observations of StUdentSWOrKiNg............oovuveiiieiiiiiiii e L
0.  Tests provided with textbooks or curriculum............cooviiiie i e L
TeaCher-MadetestS. .. ... v

i.  Other (Pleasedescribe.)

Total Percent : 100%
12. Teacher-made tests consist of:
(Darken only one.)
A MOSHY ES5aY.....oieie @)
b.  Mogly problem solVing.........cc.ouiiiiiiii o)
C.  MOStly ShOMt anNSWEr ... e e @)
Mostly multiple-choice and/or true and false......................... o)

e. Combination of any of the above types (Please describe.)

f.  Doesnot apply/l do not use teacher-madetests......................

13. In the class surveyed, about what percentage of classtime is spent on the following:
(Darken one circle on each line.)
0% 1-10% 11-30% 31-50% 51-70% 71-100%

a. Ingtructingtheclassasawhole..................... o) ) o) o) ) O

b. Studentsworking in smal groups.................. @) @) O @) O O
c. Studentsworking individudly...................... o) @) @) o) ) @)
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14. How often do students in atypica classtake part in the fdlowing types of activities as part of their science
instruction? (Darken one circle on each line))
Rarely 2-3

How often do students: Ng\;er %r;crir? OVUSSE‘ tivTeia Daily
a.  Paticipatein student-led diSCUSSIONS..........oviviiiiii e @) O O O )
b. Participate in discussions to deepen science understanding.............o.ooeeevnenen. @) @) O
C. Makeformal presentationStotheClass.......coouvvviieiii s @) @) @) O O
d.  Readfromasciencetextbook iNClass..........coovviii i e) O O O )
e. Read other (non-textbook) science-related materialsinclass......................ee. o) O O © )
f.  Work on solving reakworld problems...........co.veiiiieiiie i @) O O O )
0. Shareideas or solve problems with each other in smal groups........................ ) @) @) ) O
h.  Engagein hands-0n SCienCe aCtiVIties. .. ........vvvuine it e o) O O © )
i.  Follow prescribed stepsin an activity or investigation..............c.coveiviinennnnns @) O O © )
] Record, represent, and/or analyzedata. ............cc.oiiieiiiiiii e o) O O © )
k.  Complete worksheets that emphasize mastery of essentid <Kills..................... @) @) @) @) O
[.  Preparewritten science reports of at least three pagesinlength....................... e) O O O )
m.  Writereflectionsin anotebook or journal.............ovveiiiviiiicie i @) @) @) @) O
n.  Describe what they know about atopic beforeitistaught.............cccoovevine o) O O O o)
0. Use community resources within the classroom (e.g., materials from museums,

PUSINESSPEOPIE). ...t @) @) @) @) O
p. Usecalculatorsor computersto solve science problems.............oovvvviieinnnen. @) @) @) O O
g Document and evaluate their own science work. @) O O O )
r.  Designor implement their own iNVestigation.............ooovvviieeiiiieiieeie e o) O O © )

s.  Design objects within congtraints (e.g., egg drop, toothpick bridge, aluminum

o
2
2z
o
o
o
o
o
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Demogr aphics
15. What isthe highest level of forma education you have completed?

(Check only one.)

___ Bachelor's degree, but without specific teacher training or teacher certification courses

___ Bachelor's degree, with specific teacher training and/or teacher certification courses

__ Master'sor Doctorate, but without specific teacher training or teacher certification courses

__ Master'sor Doctorate, with specific teacher training and/or teacher certification courses
16. Do you have adegree in the field in which you are teaching (science or science education)?

____Yes  No
17. Areyou a specidist, lead teacher, or department head?

___Yes  No
18. Including this year, how many years have you been:

(Darken one circle on each line.)

1 2 3 4 5 6-10  11-20 Morzeothan

a Teachingscience............cooooviiiiiiiiiinnn, @) @) @) O O O O
b.  Teaching science in this school didtrict........ @) @) @) O O O O
c. Teaching science at thisschoal................... o) ¢) ¢) @) e} ) )

Thank you for filling out this survey!




