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IMinnesota Early Learning Foundation (MELF)

Private foundation intending to:

* Improve access, information and program quality for families
with young children

*Recommend cost-effective strategies for preparing children to

succeed in school

www.melf.us

Purpose

«Establish theoretical foundation of, and theory of change
for, large-scale evaluation initiative focused on parent
engagement and school readiness

*Provide coherence across disparate school readiness
evaluations

*Guide design and measurement decisions

Four foundational documents created

1.Conceptual framework

2.Initiative-wide evaluation questions

3.Shared measurement model

4.Taxonomy of Early Childhood Program Elements (see
Godber, Kovan, Susman-Stillman, & McConnell, 2009)

Amy Susman-Stillman, Scott McConnell, Yvonne Godber
University of Minnesota

Minnesota Early Learning Foundation Conceptual Framework

for a full st of family, provider, program, ity vlevel factors)

Inputs Implementation Short-Term! Intermediate (2011)
r T = Ghidron & Famiti Community VELF

' Knowledge
Schotarshp program Program Transfer,

Children & Families

1 Sustainability &

Influence

Ex
Famiy characteristis. Children & Families

~Quality Rating System Integration, &
(ars)

Sealing Governance
gence
,4.{ Regulation
ot progams

ool Finance

ol nd
education system

« Innovatie, hgh-
waltypracices e

© goverance and Philanthropy
g s restec
Legislature

grants

~Comprehensive Scalable
‘Community Partnerships.

O S 2

Center for Early Education and Development
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
+ HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Research Questions

Communities:
How have MELF-funded programs:

«improved their local communities’ abilities to sustain
quality early childhood education programs

«contributed to the knowledge of best practices in early
childhood education as defined by the MELF Program
Taxonomy?

Shared Measurement Model
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Research Questions

Children and Families:
To what extent are low-income children in MELF-funded projects on a developmental trajectory
towards school readiness or ready for school as measured by a range of child assessment tools?

To what extent do low-income families served by MELF-funded programs and initiatives have access to
and make use of:

«the resources available to them to help their children be ready for school

«the information available to them regarding the quality of early care and education programs?

Programs:

To what extent are MELF-funded programs:

« meeting criteria for innovative, effective, high-quality programs
« more cost-effective than others in achieving similar results?
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