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DirecTrack to Teaching  
Application

DirecTrack to Teaching is designed for exceptional undergraduate students who hold promise as future educators. By promot-
ing early exposure to the culture of schools and teaching, the program allows students to explore the teaching profession while 
completing an undergraduate degree.

DirecTrack to Teaching is designed for University of Minnesota-Twin Cities undergraduates who wish to pursue a teaching career 
in the following subject areas: 

•  Art education
•  English education 
•  Family education
•  Mathematics education
•  Science education
•  Second languages and cultures (SLC) education
•  Social studies education
•  Special education

DirecTrack to Teaching provides early admission to the College of Education and Human Development’s master of education 
(M.Ed.)/initial licensure programs if specific program benchmarks are met. 

DirecTrack applicants must submit this application form and other required application materials (described in the following 
text). If you have questions about this application, contact CEHD Student Services at 612-625-6501.

Deadline
Submit application materials by the February 1 priority deadline to be considered for admission to the DirecTrack to Teaching 
program for the following fall semester. The final deadline is May 1. Applications submitted after February 1 will be reviewed on 
a space-available basis, so apply early!

Send complete application materials to the following address:
Application for DirecTrack to Teaching 
CEHD Student Services  
College of Education and Human Development 
University of Minnesota 
250 Education Sciences Building (US Mail)
360 Education Sciences Building (If dropping off in person)

 

56 East River Road, Minneapolis, MN 55455 

If submitting this application via e-mail, send complete application materials to cehdgrad@umn.edu.

Eligibility
Current University of Minnesota Students
Currently enrolled University of Minnesota-Twin Cities undergraduate students with at least 13 semester credits (typically  
second-term freshmen) may apply. Applicants who apply as upperclassmen must have at least two years remaining of University 
of Minnesota coursework (typically second-term sophomores).

Applicants must meet the following criteria:

• A 3.00 overall grade point average (GPA) is recommended for admission. However, students with a minimum overall  
GPA of 2.80 will be considered for acceptance (a minimum 3.00 GPA is required to maintain your program status). 

• Demonstrated interest in working with children and youth 

Transfer Students
Undergraduate transfer students from outside the University of Minnesota system who meet the above criteria are also eligible to 
apply. Candidates must have at least two years of studies remaining at the University of Minnesota after transfer.

To be considered for the DirecTrack to Teaching program, candidates must have already applied to an undergraduate  
degree-seeking program at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities. Admission to the DirecTrack program is contingent upon 
official admission to the University of Minnesota. 
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Application Materials
Applicants must submit the following materials:

All Applicants
•  DirecTrack to Teaching application form
•  A list of activities and volunteer experiences (instructions in following text)
•  A  essay (instructions in following text)

Current University of Minnesota Applicants
• Do not submit the Application for Undergraduate Change of College to the College of Education and Human Development with 

your DirecTrack application. The change of college application is not required because you will maintain your current 
University of Minnesota undergraduate college and major status (i.e., CLA, history major) while pursuing the DirecTrack to 
Teaching program.

Transfer Applicants
• Students who have not been admitted to a degree program at any University of Minnesota campus must submit copies of  

transcripts from all post-secondary institutions previously attended. Current University of Minnesota students are not 
required to submit transcripts.

Personal Information

Name (last, first, midd le, former)

Currently enrolled at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities?      Yes        No

If no, institution from which you are transferring 

U of M student ID number (if known)

Current mailing address (street, city, state, ZIP code)

Home phone number Other phone number (please specify)

E-mail address (if you have U of M e-mail, provide your U of M address)

Undergraduate Major

Undergraduate major(s) you intend to complete

Term/year of expected undergraduate degree completion

Intended Initial Licensure Program 
Select the initial licensure program to which you are applying via DirecTrack with a check mark in the following list. If you want to 
be considered for more than one area, please rank application areas by order of preference (e.g., 1, 2).

  ____  Art education (licensure in visual arts education)
  ____  English education (licensure in communication arts and literature)
  ____  Family education (licensure in family and consumer sciences)
  ____  Mathematics education
  ____  Science education
  ____  Second languages and cultures education (licensure in world languages and English as a second language)
  ____  Social studies education
  ____  Special education
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Reflective Essay
Attach a double-spaced reflective essay (limit one page), addressing why you want to become a licensed teacher. Include 
practical experience that has influenced your decision and personal attributes that you believe will make you a good teacher.

Activities and Volunteer Experiences 
Provide a list of activities and experiences that demonstrate an interest in working with children and youth. Include each  
organization’s name and location, the dates of the activity or experience, age range of the children/youth you worked with, and a 
brief description of your responsibilities. If more space is needed, attach a separate page.

If admitted, DirecTrack students must:
•	 Achieve and maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.00 throughout the program

•	 Maintain full-time status, good academic standing in the major, and adequate progress toward graduation

•	 Take at least one course in the DirecTrack to Teaching sequence per academic year after admission

•	 Earn grades in DirecTrack to Teaching courses of B or higher

•	 Stay on track toward successful completion of prerequisite courses for the M.Ed./initial licensure program

•	 Complete at least 100 hours of practicum/service-learning experience through enrollment in Exploring the Teaching  
Profession coursework (two 2-credit course sequence; 4-credit total)

•	 Participate in at least two DirecTrack to Teaching professional development events per semester (when not enrolled in a  
DirecTrack to Teaching course)

•	 Participate in the DirecTrack to Teaching learning community via the online networking site
The above benchmarks as well as completion of your undergraduate degree are requirements for admission to the 
M.Ed./initial licensure program.

Upon completion of the undergraduate degree, students are expected to start the M.Ed./initial licensure program within the 
program cycle that immediately follows.

Applicant’s Signature
I have read and understand the information on requirements to be completed after admission to the DirecTrack to Teaching 
program.

Signature	 Date

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.  
The College of Education and Human Development is committed to recruiting, and educating a diverse population of students who represent the overall 
composition of our society.

For alternate formats of this publication, please contact CEHD Student Services, 612-625-6501, cehdgrad@umn.edu.	  10/08                                                                                                                                        

	 Organization/location	 Dates	 Age range	 Position responsibilities


