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CITATIONS FROM LAW: Title I Definitions of Challenging Academic Standards  

Document: Elementary & Secondary Education Act as Amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 
2001, P.L. 107-110 (2001) (LAW) 
Web link:  http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/esea/index.html 

TITLE I CITATIONS: 

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, P.L. 107-110 (2001) (LAW) 
From PART A-IMPROVING BASIC PROGRAMS OPERATED BY LOCAL EDUCATIONAL 
AGENCIES, “Subpart1-Basic Program Requirements, Section 1111 STATE PLANS.  
 
(b) ACADEMIC STANDARDS, ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS, AND ACCOUNTABILITY- 
(1) CHALLENGING ACADEMIC STANDARDS- 
(A) IN GENERAL- Each State plan shall demonstrate that the State has adopted challenging 
academic content standards and challenging student academic achievement standards that will be 
used by the State, its local educational agencies, and its schools to carry out this part, except that a 
State shall not be required to submit such standards to the Secretary. 
(B) SAME STANDARDS- The academic standards required by subparagraph (A) shall be the 
same academic standards that the State applies to all schools and children in the State. 
(C) SUBJECTS- The State shall have such academic standards for all public elementary school 
and secondary school children, including children served under this part, in subjects determined 
by the State, but including at least mathematics, reading or language arts, and (beginning in the 
2005-2006 school year) science, which shall include the same knowledge, skills, and levels of 
achievement expected of all children. 
(D) CHALLENGING ACADEMIC STANDARDS- Standards under this paragraph shall include-
- 
(i) challenging academic content standards in academic subjects that-- 
(I) specify what children are expected to know and be able to do; 
(II) contain coherent and rigorous content; and 
(III) encourage the teaching of advanced skills; and 
(ii) challenging student academic achievement standards that-- 
(I) are aligned with the State's academic content standards; 
(II) describe two levels of high achievement (proficient and advanced) that determine how well 
children are mastering the material in the State academic content standards; and 
(III) describe a third level of achievement (basic) to provide complete information about the 
progress of the lower-achieving children toward mastering the proficient and advanced levels of 
achievement.  
(E) INFORMATION- For the subjects in which students will be served under this part, but for 
which a State is not required by subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) to develop, and has not 
otherwise developed, such academic standards, the State plan shall describe a strategy for 
ensuring that students are taught the same knowledge and skills in such subjects and held to the 
same expectations as are all children. 
(F) EXISTING STANDARDS- Nothing in this part shall prohibit a State from revising, 
consistent with this section, any standard adopted under this part before or after the date of 
enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. 
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FROM: Federal Register / Vol. 67, No. 129 / Friday, July 5, 2002 / Rules and Regulations 
 
PART 200—TITLE I—IMPROVING THEACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT OF 
THEDISADVANTAGED 
1. The authority citation for part 200 is revised to read as follows: 
Authority: 20 U.S.C. 6301 through 6578, unless otherwise noted.  
2. The heading for part 200 is revised to read as set forth above. 
3. Revise the first undesignated center heading in subpart A of this part to read as follows: 
Standards and Assessments 
4. Revise §§ 200.1 through 200.6 to read as follows: 
§ 200.1 State responsibilities for developing challenging academic standards. 
(a) Academic standards in general. A State must develop challenging academic content and 
student academic achievement standards that will be used by the State, its local educational 
agencies (LEAs), and its schools to carry out subpart A of this part. These academic standards 
must— 
(1) Be the same academic standards that the State applies to all public schools and public school 
students in the State, including the public schools and public school students served under 
subpart A of this part; 
(2) Include the same knowledge, skills, and levels of achievement expected of all students; and 
(3) Include at least mathematics, reading/language arts, and, beginning in the 2005–2006 school 
year, science, and may include other subjects determined by the State.  
(b) Academic content standards. (1) The challenging academic content standards required under 
paragraph (a) of this section must— 
(i) Specify what all students are expected to know and be able to do; 
(ii) Contain coherent and rigorous content; and 
(iii) Encourage the teaching of advanced skills. 
(2) A State’s academic content standards may— 
(i) Be grade specific; or, 
(ii) Cover more than one grade if grade-level content expectations are provided for each of grades 
3 through 8. 
(3) At the high school level, the academic content standards must define the knowledge and skills 
that all high school students are expected to know and be able to do in at least reading/ 
language arts, mathematics, and, beginning in the 2005–06 school year, science, irrespective of 
course titles or years completed. 
(c) Academic achievement standards. 
(1) The challenging student academic achievement standards required under paragraph (a) of this 
section must— 
(i) Be aligned with the State’s academic content standards; and 
(ii) Include the following components for each content area: 
(A) Achievement levels that describe at least— 
(1) Two levels of high achievement—proficient and advanced—that determine how well students 
are mastering the material in the State’s academic content standards; and 
(2) A third level of achievement—basic—to provide complete information about the progress of 
lower-achieving students toward mastering the proficient and advanced levels of achievement. 
 (B) Descriptions of the competencies associated with each achievement level. 
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(C) Assessment scores (‘‘cut scores’’) that differentiate among the achievement levels as 
specified in paragraph (c)(1)(ii)(A) of this section, and a description of the rationale and 
procedures used to determine each achievement level. 
(2) A State must develop academic achievement standards for every grade and subject assessed, 
even if the State’s academic content standards cover more than one grade. 
(3) With respect to academic achievement standards in science, a State must develop— 
(i) Achievement levels and descriptions no later than the 2005–06 school year; and 
(ii) Assessment scores (‘‘cut scores’’) after the State has developed its science assessments but no 
later than the 2007–08 school year. 
(d) Subjects without standards. If an LEA serves students under subpart A of this part in subjects 
for which a State has not developed academic standards, the State must describe in its State plan 
a strategy for ensuring that those students are taught the same knowledge and skills and held to 
the same expectations in those subjects as are all other students. 
(e) Other subjects with standards. If a State has developed standards in other subjects for all 
students, the State must apply those standards to students participating under subpart A of this 
part. 
(Authority 20 U.S.C. 6311(b)(1)) (Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under 
control number 1810–0576) 
 

 


