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The Power of the Word

with 

Haki Madhubuti & Mahmoud El-Kati

As poet, publisher  and founder  of Third World Press, editor  and educator, Dr. 
Madhubuti has published more than 28 books (some under  his former  name, Don 
L. Lee) and is one of the world’s best-selling authors of poetry and nonfiction. 
His Black Men: Obsolete, Single, Dangerous?: The African American Family in 
Transition  (1990) has sold more than 1 million copies. His Liberation Narrative: 

New and Collected Poems is published in conjunction with Third World Press’ 
40th Anniversary as an independent publisher.

                

             

Mahmoud El-Kati is a lecturer, writer, and commentator on the African American
experience.  He is a former Lecturer at Macalester College, he is also  author of
Politically Considered: 50th Commemoration  of the Supreme Court Decision of 

1954 and the famed poem “Ode to Africa” and the Hiptionary published in 2009.

       Tuesday May 26, 2008 -- 6 p.m.
                  Harvest Preparatory School  - 1300 Olson Memorial Hwy.

FREE & Open to the Public
 Refreshments and book signing
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Papyrus Publishing Inc.

more information : http://cehd.umn.edu/pstl/civic/readin/  or call 612-626-4780

  !

Mahmoud El-Kati is a lecturer, writer, and
commentator on the African American experience.
He specializes in African American history and is
an advocate of the concepts of cultural
communities and community organization.  El-
Kati is a former lecturer at Macalester College in
St. Paul, Minnesota. He also the author of
Politically Considered: 50th Commemoration of
the Supreme Court Decision of 1954 and author of
the famed poem “Ode to Africa.”

Papyrus Publishing Inc.  •  (763)  560-0760  •  PapyrusPublishing@msn.com 

New Release 5/2009
ISBN 978-0-9675581-7-2

T h e  H i p t i o n a r y
A Survey of African American Speech Patterns 

with  A Digest of Key Words and Phrases
by

Mahmoud El-Kati

“Mahmoud El-Kati's deep love of Black people is again manifest in his deep
inquiry into the Black language -- especially the global movement in language
called Hip Hop.  Don't miss this book!” 

Cornel West, Princeton University

“What's in a name? Everything. In this insightful meditation on the meanings,
interpretations and misinterpretations of black language, speech and verbal
style, Mahmoud El-Kati sheds crucial backstory on the complex beauty that
new world people of African descent have brought to the English language
and, now with new technologies, to the entire modern world. From slang to
invented phrases to personal identity reinvention through re-naming, El-Kati
shows the deep and powerful currents in black speech and culture. Even more,
he eloquently reminds us just how widespread yet contested, contorted and
unrealized these contributions remain.”

Tricia Rose, Brown University
Author of The Hip Hop Wars

“He offers a roughly 50-page thesaurus of words and terms that will come in
handy for white people trying to figure what black folk mean when they use
certain turns of phrase and, indeed, for black people who have an instinctive
handle on but can’t quite explain words they use, themselves.  It’s also a useful
guide for blacks who are alienated from some aspects of black culture and,
accordingly, as in the dark as white folk.”

Dwight Hobbes, Columnist, Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder

To purchase your copy:

GoldenThyme Coffee & Cafe 
921 Selby Avenue, St. Paul, MN, 55104

(651) 645-1340

Who is this book
for...
Teachers
Professors
Parents

Educators
Administrators

Those who wish to understand
and work with African American

people better
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