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1930s
Lena Vangstad (B.S. ’38) passed away 
at the age of 106. Her identical twin 
Thilda Vangstad (B.S. ’38) died last year. 

1950s
Ralph Ramstad (M.A. ’54) passed 
away. He spent most of his career 
teaching at Burroughs Elementary in 
Minneapolis. He also served as an 
infantryman in World War II and was 
awarded a Bronze Star for Valor and 
two Purple Hearts.

Minna Gerber Shapiro (M.S.W. ’57) 
passed away September 10. She worked 
at Family Service of St. Paul and then as 
the director of teatment at the 
Minneapolis Family and Children’s 
Service. She also co-founded the 
PRIDE project, a model recovery 
program for prostitutes, and taught in 
the School of Social Work and the 
Family Social Science department.

George Zabee (M.A. ’59) died in May. 
He spent 36 years of service as a 
teacher, principal, and superintendent, 
most of them in the Elk River public 
schools. After retiring from education, 
Zabee was a police reserves captain and 
a utilities commissioner. Zabee Theater 
in Elk River is named for him.

1960s
James Lee (B.S. ’61) passed away. He 
was the publications director for the 
Minnesota Department of Education 
from 1966 to 1991.

Gerald “Jerry” Middents (Ph.D. ’67) 
has written Bridging Fear and Peace: 
From Bullying to Doing Justice  
(Manipal University Press, 2001), 
which addresses the dynamics of 
enemy-making and peace-making and 
investigates why people can be 
reluctant to let go of their enemies.

1980s
Daniel Hertz (B.S. ’81) was honored as 
Outstanding Field Supervisor of the 
Year by the University of Wisconsin-
River Falls Counseling Department.  
He is a school counselor at Wellstone 
International High School in 
Minneapolis.  

Larry Johnson (M.S. ’82) hiked 61 
miles round trip from Minneapolis to 
Lindstrom to raise funds for the Peace 
Garden Project of Minneapolis and 
Operation America Cares, which 
provides audio and video links to 
connect families in the U.S. with 
soldiers overseas. 

Joseph Opatz (Ph.D. ’82), was  
named president of Normandale 
Community College in Bloomington.

Joyce Simard (M.S.W. ’83) has written 
The End-of-Life Namaste Care Program 
for People with Dementia (Health 
Professions Press, 2007). It was written 
to help staff in nursing facilities 
recognize the importance of meeting 
the social and spiritual needs of 
residents with advanced dementia.

Robert Pianta (Ph.D. ’86) received  
the 2007 Distinguished Alumni Award, 
presented by the University of 
Minnesota School Psychology 
Program. He is the Novartis U.S. 
Foundation Professor of Education at 
the University of Virginia and the dean 
of the Curry School of Education.

Sallye McKee (Ph.D. ’87), former 
University of Minnesota educational 
psychology faculty member, has been 
appointed vice chancellor of the 
University of Colorado at Boulder.

1990s
Joy Teiken (B.S. ’92), fashion designer 
of Minneapolis-based label Joynoëlle, 

I WAS HONORED to  
take the reins as CEHD 
Alumni Society president 
in June. I’m pleased that 
past president Adele 
Munsterman will 
continue to contribute  

her enthusiasm and leadership to our 
board in the coming year.

In July the new board hosted the 
CEHD Alumni Society’s biggest event 
of the summer, our first-ever Scramble 
for Scholarships Golf Tournament. 
Please see the opposite page for a 
complete list of our generous 
sponsors. Golfers enjoyed a beautiful 
day on the links while they met other 
alumni and friends of the College. 

At the society’s annual planning 
retreat in August, we welcomed 
representatives from the School of 
Social Work who are now a part of the 
CEHD Alumni Society. Together we 
looked at what we hope to accomplish 
this year, including creating a new 
alumni award to be given out at our 
annual celebration in the spring, 
offering more activities for our recent 
alumni, supporting students, and 
sponsoring activities for alumni to 
reconnect with the College. 

While the majority of our 70,000 
alumni live in Minnesota, we know 
that others span the country and the 
globe. Maintain your connection by 
joining the University of Minnesota 
Alumni Association and reading about 
the College and the University online at 
cehd.umn.edu/alumni or alumni.umn.edu. 
Staying connected has never been easier!

 

presented her line at the Macy’s 
Minneapolis Oval Room on June 7.

Jennifer Griffin-Wiesner (M.Ed. ’99) 
of Golden Valley is Mosaic Youth 
Center’s new executive director. The 
multi-service center for District 281 
students, ages 14 to 19, provides 
academic, recreation, youth, and 
wellness services.

2000s
Sharon Staton (M.S.W. ’00) joins the 
University of Minnesota College of 

Veterinary Medicine as director of 
advancement. Previously she was 
executive director of Access of the Red 
River Valley in Fargo, North Dakota.

Daniel Hyson (Ph.D. ’01), former 
CEHD Alumni Society board member, 
accepted a position with the Hiawatha 
Valley Education District, which 
provides special education services to 
18 districts in the Winona area.

Jeremy Pagel (M.Ed. ’01) accepted  
a position as a sociology instructor  

at Lakeshore Technical College  
in Wisconsin.

Carl Aakre (M.Ed. ’04), an agri-
science teacher from Perham High 
School, was named Minnesota 
Teacher of the Year by the Wal-Mart 
State Teacher of the Year program. 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
Please send your awards  
and accomplishments to 
scovert@umn.edu.

Golfers score for scholarships
On July 17, 65 golfers teed up for a great cause—student 

scholarships. Thanks to all golfers and sponsors for helping  

to raise over $6,000 for undergraduate and graduate student 

scholarships. Hats off to our sponsors, donors, volunteers,  

and participants.  

Platinum sponsor: Infinity Direct

Breakfast sponsor: Midwest Putting Greens

Hole sponsors: CEHD Alumni Society; CNH Architects, Inc.; 

D’Amico Catering at McNamara; Earl F. Andersen, Inc.; Mary 

T, Inc.; Midwest Putting Greens; Midwest Vending; Midwest 

Playscapes; Mona Dougherty; Musco Sports Lighting

Prizes and donations: ABC Radio – Love 105FM; CEHD 

Alumni Relations; Golf Galaxy, Plymouth; Jax Café; Kafé 

421; Raleigh and Randy Kaminsky; Lunds in Plymouth; 

Minnesota Lynx; Minnesota Timberwolves; Minnesota 

Vikings; Minnesota Wild; University Dining Services; 

University of Minnesota Athletics; University of Minnesota 

Bookstore; Valleywood Golf Course

Student golfer sponsors: Dean Darlyne Bailey, Joel Barker, 

Marcia Carthaus, Michel Kurus, Mary T, Inc.

Interested sponsors and volunteers for the second annual  

golf tournament should contact scovert@umn.edu.

Randy Johnson, B.S. ’75
president, College of Education and 
Human Development Alumni Society
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DEVELOPMENT TEAM

Office of Development

48 McNeal Hall

1985 Buford Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55108

Lynn Slifer

director of 

development

612-625-5511

slife001@umn.edu 

Penny Bader

stewardship and 

annual fund manager

612-626-5660

bader@umn.edu

Sara Beyer

development  

administrator

612-625-1310

sbeyer@umn.edu

Richard Burbach

development officer

612-625-4546 

rburbach@umn.edu

David Hoffman 

development officer

612-626-5658 

dhoffman@umn.edu

Join us!

CSPP Open House
November 28, 4–7 p.m.

Education Sciences Building

Counseling and student personnel 

psychology program graduates are 

invited to an open house and a  

first look at the newly renovated 

home of the Department of 

Educational Psychology, overlooking 

the Mississippi River on the East 

Bank. Enjoy refreshments, take a 

building tour, reconnect with 

classmates and faculty, and meet 

Dean Darlyne Bailey. 

RSVP by November 21 to Janet 

Schank (Ph.D.’94), jschank3822@

aol.com.

Snowbird Alert
January 26, 2008

Hilton Hotel, Naples, Florida

Full- and part-time residents of the 

southwest Florida area are invited 

to Minne College—an afternoon of 

mini lectures by distinguished 

University faculty, hosted by the 

University of Minnesota Alumni 

Association, the College of 

Education and Human Development, 

and several other colleges. A 

reception with University President 

Bob Bruininks and First Lady Susan 

Hagstrum will follow. CEHD alumni 

are also invited to a pre-event 

luncheon with Dean Darlyne Bailey. 

For more information see cehd.umn.

edu/alumni or alumni.umn.edu and 

look for an invitation this December. 

To connect with the UMAA 

Southwest Chapter, contact Harlan 

Hansen, chapter president and an 

emeriti faculty member of the 

College, at hhansen@aol.com.

  

New scholarship goes global
LEARNING ABOUT AND GAINING firsthand knowledge of 
other cultures is an essential part of today’s college experience. 
To help students pay for their travel abroad experience, the 
CEHD Alumni Society has established a new Study Abroad 
Scholarship Fund. When the fund reaches the $25,000 
endowment level it will qualify for the President’s match 
program, doubling the annual payout. As you plan your  
year-end giving, please consider making a contribution to the 
study abroad fund. Donations can be sent to the University of 
Minnesota Foundation, CM 3854, PO Box 70870, St. Paul, MN 
55170-3854. Please indicate Fund 1831 on your check. Online 
donations are accepted at www.giving.umn.edu.

Giving back by 
supporting students
By now, you have probably read this issue’s cover story on student researchers. 
I’m sure you are as impressed as I am by the ability and drive of these young 
men and women. Our students are terrific! They come from all parts of the 
state, the country, and the world to study and learn in partnership with our 
faculty and staff.

What you may not know is that many of our students are able to attend the 
College and participate in research—undergraduate and graduate—because 
an alum, faculty member, or another caring individual felt strongly about 
giving back by establishing an endowed scholarship fund. The College has 
more than 150 such endowments, which support many students each year. 

Yet raising scholarships and fellowships remains a high priority of the 
College. Why? Consider that: 

Tuition at the University (Twin Cities) has increased by about 50 percent 
in five years.

It is almost impossible for a student in certain programs, such as teacher 
licensure and counseling psychology, to work outside of school.

Increased student support can provide access for students of color and 
those who are economically disadvantaged.

Competition for the best students is fierce in many programs, and other 
institutions with greater resources recruit these students away from the 
University of Minnesota.

Scholarships and fellowships touch individual lives. They support students 
in their academic work, but they also provide a model for these students, 
many of whom give back to the College in the future. Last but certainly not 
least, the University and the Graduate School will match the income of new, 
endowed funds of at least $25,000. What other investment doubles your 
money and gives you the satisfaction of helping a young person on the road to 
their future?

If you would like to learn more about making a gift to support students in 
the College of Education and Human Development, please contact the 
Development Office at 612-625-1310 or e-mail me at slife001@umn.edu.
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New gifts and commitments

Alumnus and emeritus faculty member  
David H. Olson and his wife Karen have  
made an estate gift of $1 million and a cash  
gift of $100,000 to support fellowships for 
family social science students in the area of 
marital and family systems.

Dorothy Petitt has made a commitment of 
$100,000 through her estate to the Dora V. 
Smith Scholarship Fund.

Vern and Lesley Rylander have made a 
commitment of $100,000 through their estate  
to be added to an endowed scholarship fund  
in their name.

Allison “Pete” Palmer has made a gift of 
$150,000 to support a summer institute on 
sustainability for teachers and educators.

Betty Kay Stein has made an estate gift of 
$75,000 to support the College.

The Jay and Rose Phillips Family  

Foundation made a grant of $50,000 to  
support the Learning Dreams project in the 
School of Social Work.

Frank Braun has pledged $25,000 to the  
CEHD Alumni Society Scholarship for  
Study Abroad.

Marilyn and Valdemar Olson have made  
a gift of $25,000 to create an endowed 
scholarship fund.

Irene Ott has made a gift of $25,000  
to fund an endowed fellowship for  
international students.

Donna Lee Carnes has made a gift of  
$20,000 to support the Pauline Boss  
Ambiguous Loss Endowment.


