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Overview of Parent and Family Education Programs 

Parent and Family Education programs in the Department of Family Social Science prepare 
professionals whose responsibilities include developing, preparing, and delivering education and 
learning opportunities for parents and families in a variety of settings. Students choose an 
individual program or combine programs depending on their professional goals and the 
requirements of the positions they seek. Students can seek a master’s of education (M.Ed., also 
referred to as a Master’s Plan C by the University) professional studies degree in family 
education, parent and family education teacher licensure, and/ or certificate in parent education. 
See http://www.cehd.umn.edu/fsos/programs/ParentEd/default.asp for more information. 

Courses in Parent and Family Education  
The following parent and family education courses are offered entirely online according to the 
schedule below. Most are required to obtain the teaching license in parent education. One course 
FSoS 5902 is required for students working to complete the M.Ed. Each online course consists of 
a set of 5 to 14 weekly modules. All students enrolled in an online course complete all modules 
together on the same schedule. In addition to asynchronous (i.e., not live) online discussions, 
short weekly reflection papers and other online assignments, students participate once a week in 
a 45 minute synchronous, “live” online chat session scheduled sometime between 7 and 9 P.M. 
Central Time.  
 
FSoS 5902—Family Education Perspectives (Required, M.Ed. Only) 
FSoS 5932—Introduction to Parent Education 
FSoS 5937—Parent-Child Interaction 
FSoS 5942—Everyday Experiences of Families 
FSoS 5943—Parent Learning and Development: Implications for Parent Education 
FSoS 5944—Parent Education Curriculum 
FSoS 5945—Teaching and Learning in Parent Education 
FSoS 5946—Assessment and Evaluation in Parent Education 
FSoS 5949—Student Teaching in Parent Education 

Online Course Delivery 

 

All Family Education courses are delivered through a software platform called Moodle (also 
referred to as a Course Management System). Moodle tools have an emphasis on: group work, 
collaboration, communication, sharing, activities, and critical reflection, which can be most 
suitable for humanities and/or collaborative type of learning. See the OIT (Office of Information 
Technology) Moodle website for more information and technical support: 
(http://www.oit.umn.edu/moodle/).  

Academic Advising 
Students are assigned an initial faculty adviser when admitted to the program. The faculty 
adviser assists students in planning their programs of study, scheduling appropriate courses, and 
meeting program requirements. Students are required to make arrangements to communicate 
with their adviser (in person or via email, Skype, etc.) during the first semester of coursework to 
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develop an appropriate plan. General advising questions should be directed to famed@umn.edu, 
or 612-624-1294. 

Time Limit for Completion 
All requirements for the graduate degree must be completed and the degree awarded within the 
following time limit after initial enrollment in the graduate program: 
 

 M.Ed./Professional Studies – Master’s Plan C: 
 

Students admitted prior to July 2013: All requirements for the master’s degree, including 
courses transferred into the program, must be completed and the degree awarded within 
seven calendar years after initial enrollment. 
 
Students admitted July 2013 and after: All requirements for the master’s degree, 
including courses transferred into the program, must be completed and the degree 
awarded within five calendar years after initial enrollment. 

 
 License: 
 

Students admitted prior to July 2013: Transfer credits must have been completed within 
10 calendar years of admission into the licensure program. All courses taken once 
admitted must be completed within 10 calendar years, with the exception of Drug 
Education and Human Relations requirements, in order to be recommended for MN 
teacher licensure.  
 
Students admitted July 2013 and after: Transfer credits must have been completed within 
10 calendar years of admission into the licensure program. All courses taken once 
admitted must be completed within four calendar years, with the exception of Drug 
Education and Human Relations requirements, in order to be recommended for MN 
teacher licensure. 

 
 Certificate:  
 

Students admitted before, or after, July 2013: Courses taken once admitted must be 
completed within four calendar years. 

 
Students who are unable to complete a program or degree within the time limits due to 
extraordinary circumstances may petition for an extension of up to 12 months. Students must 
obtain the approval of their faculty advisers by submitting an Academic Policy Petition form. 
This form is located on the One Stop forms website: 
http://www.onestop.umn.edu/forms/index.html (under the Registration Forms section). 
 
Students who have been terminated under such circumstances may apply for readmission to the 
program; however, readmission is not guaranteed. If readmitted, the student would most likely 
need to complete the program requirements in place at the time of readmission, which may lead 
to additional coursework.  



 

Revised 02/11/2014 

5

Continuous Enrollment 
Beginning January 1, 2013, all graduate students (including parent and family education 
students) must enroll and register for at least one credit every fall and spring semester to 
maintain active status, according to Graduate School policy 
(http://www.policy.umn.edu/Policies/Education/Education/MASTERSPERFORMANCE.html). 
Students who do not register for credit each semester are dropped from their program and must 
reapply for admission to the program.  

Readmission after Discontinuation 
Students admitted after January 1, 2013 who have been discontinued from their program must 
re-apply and pay the application fee. Current program requirements will apply if a student is re-
admitted by the faculty. Students should contact famed@umn.edu with their request for re-
admission to the program to determine application deadlines and processes. 
 
For students admitted prior to January 1, 2013 refer to the following information: 

 For readmission to the M.Ed. program see page 7. 
 For readmission to the licensure program see page 8. 
 For readmission to the certificate program see page 9. 

Leave of Absence 
Graduate students who experience circumstances that prevent them from maintaining active 
status through continuous registration (excluding summer term) may request a leave of absence 
(LOA) prior to the beginning of the term of the leave. Students considering requesting a LOA 
should consult with their adviser regarding the impact of the leave and the process for requesting 
a leave and being reinstated after the leave. Students who are granted a leave are “off the clock” 
for time to degree and come back on policies in place when they were previously enrolled. 

Annual Review of Progress 
Parent and family education faculty help support students to remain in good academic standing 
by conducting annual Progress Reviews for M.Ed./professional studies, licensure, and certificate 
students. Requirements for good academic standing are: 

 Maintaining a minimum overall Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.8. 
 All courses eligible to be included in the M.Ed. program must be graded at “C” or higher 

for satisfactory progress and for degree completion.  
 All FSoS courses required for licensure or the certificate must be graded at a “C” or 

higher for satisfactory progress and for degree completion.  
 A student may not have accumulated more than one course graded “incomplete” on their 

record.  
 

Students falling below these academic expectations will receive a Progress Warning and are 
required to meet with their advisor to have clear expectations delineated for the student to 
continue in the program. When students receive a Progress Warning, the student’s progress 
toward meeting expectations will be evaluated by faculty as part of the annual review. The 
student will be informed of the outcome of the review and any actions that will be taken. When it 
is determined that degree requirements and expectations are still not being met, the advisor will 
call a meeting with the Director of Graduate Studies (DGS) and the student to discuss degree 
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progress and establish clear steps and guidelines for the student. The DGS will follow up with a 
letter outlining the steps agreed upon and indicate a date(s) by which the student is expected to 
have demonstrated appropriate progress. After these two steps, failure on the part of the student 
to meet requirements and expectations will result in the recommendation by the advisor and the 
DGS that the student be withdrawn from the program.  

Commencement 
For information about CEHD commencement, see 
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/commencement/grad.html. Departmental policies for commencement 
eligibility are reviewed in the FSoS Graduate Student Handbook.  

Family Education M.Ed./Professional Studies  
Master’s Degree Plan C  

The Family Education master of education (M.Ed.) professional studies degree program is 
available to students who wish to further their education as practitioners of family education in a 
variety of educational settings.  The M.Ed. program develops and strengthens professionals’ 
competencies to design, deliver, and evaluate educational programs with individuals and families 
to enhance family life. It is usually completed in two years. 
	
The Family Education M.Ed. professional studies degree is a terminal degree for family 
education practitioners and is not recommended for students who intend to pursue a research 
degree. Students who are interested in a research focused degree or pursuing a Ph.D. can learn 
more about other Family Social Science programs at 
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/fsos/prospective/default.asp. 

Program Requirements  
The Family Education M.Ed. professional studies degree consists of a minimum of 30 credits of 
coursework and an oral examination. The degree requires successful completion of courses 
distributed among three categories to meet the minimum number of credits in each category: 
family education core requirements (15 credits including FSoS 5902), educational processes (5-6 
credits), and a supporting program (9-10 credits). An overall GPA (grade point average) of 2.8 or 
higher with all courses included in the degree program having a grade of “C” or higher is 
required to maintain good standing in the program and to be awarded the degree. 

Adding the Licensure or Certificate Program to an M.Ed. 
Students who have been admitted to the M.Ed. degree program may add the licensure and/or 
certificate programs by using the Change of Status form online at 
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/fsos/current/pdf/fsos_PFEchangestatus.pdf 

Coursework 
Courses will vary somewhat within categories depending on each student’s particular interests in 
parent and family education and whether a licensure or certificate program is being completed 
concurrently with the M.Ed. All courses are to be selected on the basis of the student’s 
professional goals and in consultation with the student’s adviser. Courses must be at the 5000-
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level, although a maximum of nine 4000-level credits are permitted with adviser approval.  
Students should refer to online Guidelines for Selecting Courses 
(http://www.cehd.umn.edu/fsos/programs/parented/course-select.asp) to review appropriate 
courses for their degree program. M.Ed. students who are also enrolled in the parent education 
licensure or certificate programs must consult with their adviser during their first semester of 
coursework to determine which courses may be included as part of the M.Ed. degree. 

Readmission after Being Dropped from the M.Ed. Program 
Students who were admitted prior to January 1, 2013 and are within the seven-year timeline for 
degree completion will be readmitted to their program without penalty. Students should contact 
famed@umn.edu with their request for re-admission to the program and include their student ID 
number and specify the semester for which they wish to be readmitted. 
 
Students who were admitted prior to January 1, 2013 and who have passed the seven-year time 
limit to degree completion, and all other students admitted after January 1, 2013 who were 
dropped from their program must reapply to the program. Current program requirements will 
apply if a student is re-admitted by the faculty. Students should contact famed@umn.edu with 
their request for re-admission to the program to determine application deadlines and processes. 

Final Steps for Degree Completion 
 

1. As early as possible, and within the first eight weeks of the last semester of coursework, 
students should contact their adviser to prepare a final program plan and select a second 
faculty member to serve on the oral examination committee.  

2. Students should complete all degree completion forms according to the CEHD “Applying 
for Graduation” webpage, 
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/Current/graduate/advising/forms/programs/default.html. 
Students are responsible for providing a completed GDP at the oral exam.  

3. Students should prepare for the oral exam according to following document, 
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/fsos/current/pdf/fsos_MEDoralexam.pdf. 

Degree Clearance and Conferral 
Final degree clearance and conferral of the degree depends on completion of all program 
requirements. Refer to the CEHD “Applying for Graduation” webpage for degree clearance 
requirements, http://www.cehd.umn.edu/Current/graduate/advising/forms/programs/default.html 

Parent and Family Education Licensure Program  

The Parent and Family Education Licensure Program is a graduate-level post-baccalaureate 
program approved by the State of Minnesota to prepare and recommend students for 
licensure as teachers of parents in Early Childhood Family Education Programs. The 
program provides rigorous professional teacher preparation in accordance with Standards of 
Effective Practice for Teachers (SEPT) and content standards adopted by the Minnesota 
Board of Teaching. Students are prepared to meet these requirements by completing 
required coursework and engaging in practicum and student teaching experiences. To be 
recommended by the Program for licensure by the State of Minnesota, all requirements, 
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such as passing the MTLE (Minnesota Teacher Licensure Examination) and demonstration 
of professional teaching dispositions must be successfully completed. The program is 
usually completed within 15-18 months.  

Minnesota Teacher Licensure Requirements 
All students admitted to teacher licensure programs must send confirmation of their appointment 
to take the MTLE Basic Skills Test before beginning their program and must have a test score on 
record by the end of the first semester of coursework. Students must pass each of the subtests in 
reading, writing, and mathematics before being licensed. For detailed information about 
scheduling and test dates, see 
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/current/graduate/advising/licensing/mtle.html.  
 
When registering for the MTLE, students must select the University of Minnesota Twin Cities as 
the recipient institution to receive their test scores, and forward the registration email to 
cehdinfo@umn.edu to avoid having a hold placed on their account that prohibits course 
registration. Students must have MTLE scores on file with the College in order to register for 
their second semester of coursework.  

Coursework 
The College of Education and Human Development reviews student transcripts and creates 
an individualized contract that specifies all courses that must be successfully completed in 
order to obtain a teaching license from the State of Minnesota. See the FSos Courses 
webpage (http://www.cehd.umn.edu/fsos/current/courses.asp) for FSoS course descriptions 
and semesters when they are offered (not all courses are offered every semester). Careful 
planning of coursework is necessary to advance through the program. Students should 
contact their adviser to develop a program plan.  

An overall GPA of 2.8 or higher is required with a grade of "C" or higher earned in all 
required parent and family education courses in order to maintain good standing in the 
program and be recommended for licensure.  

Student Teaching  
See page 10 of this manual. 

Readmission after Discontinuation 
Students who were admitted prior to January 1, 2013 should contact famed@umn.edu with their 
request for re-admission to the program and include their student ID number and specify the 
semester for which they wish to be readmitted. 

Applying for the Minnesota Teaching License 
After final grades have been posted, students can apply for their Minnesota teaching license. For 
more information on applying for the Minnesota teaching license, please see the “Applying for 
Teacher Licensure” page at 
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/current/graduate/advising/licensing/default.html.  

 If this is their first Minnesota Teaching License, students should follow instructions 
on tab 3, "Other Licenses". 
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 If this is their second/additional Minnesota Teaching License, students should follow 
instructions on tab 2, "Additional Licenses" 

Parent Education Certificate Program 

The parent education certificate program is a post-baccalaureate 16-credit program 
designed to prepare professionals to plan, coordinate, and teach parent education programs 
and services for families with children from early childhood through adolescence.  The 
entire program can be completed online in 12-18 months.  

Prerequisite Coursework 
Completion of six semester-credits in child development is a prerequisite of the parent 
education certificate program. Students may be provisionally admitted to the program 
without meeting this prerequisite. Those students must complete the child development 
requirement prior to the beginning of student teaching.  

Coursework 
Students must complete the required eight parent and family education courses (not 
including FSoS 5902) listed on page 3 of this manual. Certificate courses are offered online 
to meet the needs of local and distance learners in Minnesota, around the country and the 
world. The recommended course schedule for completing this program is available on the 
Parent Education Certificate page of the Family Social Science website: 
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/fsos/programs/ParentEd/pfe-cert.asp.  

Students must complete and have the parent education certificate within five calendar years 
after initial enrollment. An overall GPA of 2.8 or higher is required with a grade of “C” or 
higher in all required courses. 

Student Teaching 
See page 10 of this manual. 

Readmission after Discontinuation 
Students who are within the four-year timeline for degree completion will be readmitted to their 
program without penalty. Students should contact famed@umn.edu with their request for re-
admission to the program and include their student ID number and specify the semester for 
which they wish to be readmitted. 

Final Steps for the Parent Education Certificate  
During the last semester of certificate coursework, students complete the Parent Education 
Certificate completion form and submit it to their adviser for approval. When approved, students 
complete the Application for Certificate Degree Completion form, which can be downloaded at  
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/current/graduate/advising/forms/Application-for-degree.pdf. 
 

1. As early as possible, and within the first eight weeks of the last semester of coursework, 
students complete the Graduate Degree Plan (GDP) 
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(http://policy.umn.edu/forms/otr/otr198.pdf) using the program plan developed and 
approved by their adviser and the Application for Certificate Degree Completion Form. 

2. Students should submit the completed GDP to their adviser. 
3. Submit the Application for Degree or Certificate Form to One Stop no later than the first 

day of the month of intended graduation.  

Student Teaching in Licensure and Certificate Programs  

Student Teaching in Parent Education (FSoS 5949) is the culminating field experience in which 
licensure and certificate students assume increasing responsibility for teaching in parent 
education while under the supervision of an experienced, qualified cooperating parent educator 
(CPE). Student teachers are required to log 90 hours over the course of the semester. These hours 
are divided as follows: 10 hours in the online course FSoS 5949, 25 to 35 indirect hours 
including everything parent educators do outside the presence of parents (e.g. in-services, 
planning, meetings, etc.), and 45 to 55 direct hours including the time that student teachers spend 
in contact with parents (e.g. during classes, home visits, consultations, phone calls, etc.).  

Eligibility and Application to Student Teach  
 

Student must complete the Student Teaching Application and Student Teaching Eligibility forms 
and submit them to famed@umn.edu as email attachments by September 15 to assure a student 
teaching placement can be found for spring. These documents can be downloaded from the FSoS 
5949 Student Teaching in Parent Education website: 
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/fsos/programs/parented/studentteaching.asp. All parent education 
courses except FSoS 5942 and FSoS 5946 must be completed prior to beginning student 
teaching placement. Child development credits should be completed, but may be taken 
simultaneously with adviser permission. 
 
In short, the placement coordinator is responsible for setting up placements. The placement 
coordinator works with programs and sets up placements starting in middle to late October. 
When a confirmation is made, the placement coordinator will contact each student via email. 
The student has a supportive role with the confirmation and completing the information on the 
placement confirmation form. When it is time to student teach, the placement coordinator will 
provide each student with more information. 
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Equal Opportunity Statement  

The University of Minnesota shall provide equal access to and opportunity in its programs, 
facilities, and employment without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, gender, 
age, marital status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or gender expression.  
 
Inquiries regarding compliance may be directed to the Director, Office of Equal Opportunity and 
Affirmative Action, University of Minnesota, 274 McNamara Alumni Center, 200 Oak Street 
S.E., Minneapolis, MN 55455, (612) 624-9547, eoaa@umn.edu. Website is www.eoaa.umn.edu.  
 
This publication/material is available in alternative formats upon request. Please contact the 
Student Support Services Assistant, Department of Family Social Science, 1985 Buford Avenue, 
290 McNeal Hall, St. Paul, MN 55108 or telephone: 612/625-3116.  
 
The information in this manual and other University catalogs, publications, or announcements is 
subject to change without notice. University offices can provide current information about 
possible changes.  


