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Think, Pair, Share
·Think :  Use the note card in your folder to 

articulate why you are here.  What are you wanting 
to take away from this workshop?

·Pair with someone you do not know.

·Share:

·First name

·District

·Teaching assignment

·Your outcome
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Essential Questions
ÇWhat assessment options meet the 
stateôs graduation requirements?

ÇWhat are accommodations? 

ÇWhat steps should teams take in 
choosing accommodations?

ÇWhat accommodations can be used 
for the stateôs assessments?
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Testing Options 
for Students with Disabilities
üWASL with/out  accommodations

üWASL-Basic (level 2)

üWAAS-Portfolio

üWAAS-DAW (Grades 11 and 12 only)

üLDA (Grade 12 only)
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Used for NCLB Grade Level(s)
High School 

Graduation

WASL with/out

accommodations
Õ 3-8, 9-12 Õ

WASL-Basic (Level 2 

cut score) with/out

accommodations

3-8, 10-12 Õ

WAAS Portfolio Õ 3-8, 10-12 Õ

Developmentally 

Appropriate WASL 

(WAAS-DAW)

11-12 Õ

Locally Determined 

Assessment (LDA)
12 Õ

ñAwareness Levelò 

Waiver
11,12 Õ

Assessment Options for Students with Disabilities
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Other Graduation Options

ɆCOE : For students who have already taken the HS WASL in 
10th grade and have yet to meet standard.  Students compile 
classroom work samples.  Students with IEPs/504 Plans use 
accommodations as appropriate to their plans.

ɆWASL Grade Comparisons: 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÇÒÁÄÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ 
grades of other students who took the same courses and 
passed the WASL.

ɆACT/SAT: Use  of the scores to demonstrate  the skills 
assessed on the WASL.  Must exceed specific scores in each 
content area. 
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Concrete Conceptual: Reads 
and comprehends adapted 
grade level text or below-
grade level text; masters a 
limited number of grade level 
or below grade level 
mathematics concepts, 
procedures and thinking 
skills; communicates ideas in 
writing.

Abstract Conceptual: Reads, 
interprets, and analyzes 
grade level text; understands 
and applies grade level 
mathematics concepts, 
procedures, and reasoning 
skills; communicates 
effectively in writing.

WASL-Basic Level (level 2)
(Grades  3-8, 10-12) 

Developmentally Appropriate WASL 
(DAW) (Grades 11-12)

Locally Determined Assessment  (LDA)
(Grade 12)

WASL-Proficient Level 
(Grades 3-12)

Continuum of Cognitive 
Development and 

Relationship to Washington 
Stateôs Assessments 
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Pre-symbolic: Uses objects or gestures 
to communicate; relies on immediate 
context to use objects to 
communicate.

Early-symbolic: recognizes pictures; 
may also use a range of 
pictures/objects to communicate 
ideas.

Abstract Symbolic: Reads sight words 
and picture cues; writes sight words 
or uses picture symbols to 
communicate; counts objects and 
recognizes symbolic numbers; 
comprehends adaptive texts.

WAAS Portfolio
(Grades 3-8, 10-12)

Awareness: Limited consciousness 
and/or communication.

ά!ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎέ ²ŀƛǾŜǊ 
(Grades 11-12)

Continuum of Cognitive 
Development and Relationship 

to Washington Stateôs 
Assessments  (cont.)
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WAAS-Portfolio Participation Criteria

·Students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities are impacted in ALL content areas and 
cannot participate in state testing on a paper and 
pencil test.

·These students could not participate in a WAAS -
Portfolio in one content area and a WASL -Basic or 
WAAS-DAW or regular WASL in another content 
area. 
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WAAS-Portfolio Participation Criteria

·The WAAS-Portfolio is not appropriate for 
ELL students who are struggling with 
language acquisition.

·The WAAS-Portfolio is not appropriate for 
11th and 12th graders who have not met 
standard in content areas.  The LDA has 
been developed to meet the needs of these 
graduating 12 th graders.
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What are accommodations?
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What are Accommodations?
·Definition : Accommodations are 

practices and procedures that provide 
equitable instructional and assessment 
access for students with disabilities. 

·Accommodations reduce or eliminate 
ÔÈÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ Á ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÄÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ 
do not reduce learning expectations .
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Accommodations Applications

Classroom
Instruction

Classroom 
Assessments State & District 

assessments

Accommodations
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Important Steps 
for Choosing Accommodations 
1. Expect students with disabilities to achieve 

grade level academic content standards.

2. Learn about accommodations for instruction 
and assessment.

3. Select accommodations for individual students.

4. Administer accommodations during instruction 
and assessment.

5. Evaluate and improve accommodation use.
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Include all Students
To include all students in standards -based 

instruction and assessments:

·Provide accommodations during 
instruction and assessment to increase 
access.

·Use alternate assessments for students 
with significant cognitive disabilities.
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Equal Access 
to Grade Level Content

·Equal access to grade level content is the 
goal.

·Every IEP team member must be 
familiar with state (GLEs) and district 
content standards.

·Collaboration among general and 
special educators is critical.
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Accommodation Categories 

1. Presentation

2. Response

3. Setting

4. Scheduling/ Time
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Presentation Accommodations

Allow students to access 

information in ways that do not 

require them to read standard 

print visually.
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Response Accommodations

Allow students to complete 
activities, assignments, and 
assessments in different ways or 
to solve or organize problems 
using an assistive device.
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Setting Accommodations

Change of location in which a test 

or assignment is given or the 

conditions of the assessment 

setting.
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Timing and Scheduling 
Accommodations

Increase the allowable length of 

time to complete an assessment or 

assignment.
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Questions to Guide 
Accommodation Selection

·What specialized instruction (e.g., learning 
strategies, organizational skills, reading 
skills) does the student need to achieve grade 
level content standards?

·What accommodations will increase the 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ accessto instruction and 
assessment by reducing the effects of the 
disability?
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Questions to Guide 
Accommodation Selection

·Does the student need the accommodation 
to decrease the impact of the disability so 
the student can demonstrate a true level of 
proficiency?

·Does the accommodation eliminate 
barriers in assessment so it is possible to 
have an accurate measurement of that the 
student has learned?
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Accommodation Selection
·Accommodations must not be solely provided as a 
×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ Á ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ 
proficiency.  The team must examine: Is the 
accommodation providing access or advantage?

·Accommodations are not to be used to compensate 
ÆÏÒ Á ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÓËÉÌÌÓȢ

·If the use of an accommodation artificially raises 
ɉÏÒ ÌÏ×ÅÒÓɊ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÓÔ ÓÃÏÒÅɉÓɊȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ 
score(s) is NOT valid.
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Review of Current Accommodations
·What accommodations are currently used 

by the student during instruction and for 
assessments?

·What are results for assignments and 
assessments when these accommodations 
were used and not used?

·Are there effective combinations of 
accommodations?

30Accommodations 2008




