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ÁUnited States Estimate: 200-250,000
ÁMinnesota: 52,202 (2007,  American Community Survey)

ÁCommunity Estimates: 60-70,000
ÁTwin Cities ɀ40,707 (2000, U.S. Census)

ÁSt. Paul (Ramsey County)ɀ26,509(2000, U.S. Census) 

ÁSmaller Hmong communities are also found in:        
Rochester, and Winona, Tracy/Marshall/Walnut Grove in 
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ÁLargest Asian American Group in Minnesota 
Á25, 320 (55 % Hmong Population) under 18 in MN 

(Kids Count 2000)



Á23% of Asian-American children in Minnesota 
were below the poverty line & almost half 
lived in low-income families. 
ÁThe percent of children of Asian descent 

living in low-income families varies greatly 
among Asian communities. 
ÁThe highest percentage of low-income 

children were in the Hmong community; 
Á37% were below the poverty line, and 73% were at 

less than 200% of poverty. (Kids Count 2000)



ÁOver half (50.7%) of the Hmong population has 
less than a ninth grade education compared to 
only 7.5% of the U.S. population. (2000, Census)

ÁOnly 27% of Hmong adults have completed a 
high school degree compared to 84% of the U.S. 
population (2000, Census)

ÁCompared to Somali, Hispanic, and Russian 
immigrants in Minnesota, Hmong are the least 
proficient in English (Wilder Research Survey of Immigrants, 2000)

ÁHmong language is the primary language 
spoken in 59.4 % of Hmong Homes (Ready4K, 2005)



ÁEmphasis on hierarchical order within the 
family ɀrespect for seniors
ÁFamily obligations ɀadhere to the virtue of 

filial piety 
ÁHighly male dominated (wives & children 

expected to be subservient to patriarchal 
authority)
ÁChildren are expected to be obedient to their 

parents without questioning



ÁWhite ɀ14,683
ǐThe 2000 Census reported 1,079,278 White children,                

81.6 % of all MN children

ÁAfrican American/Black ɀ5,491
ǐThe 2000 Census reported 84,450 African-American children, 

6.6% of all MN children.

ÁLatino/Hispanic ɀ4,018
ǐThe 2000 Census recorded 55,640 Latino/Hispanic children, or 

4.3% of all MN children. 

ÁAmerican Indian  - 1900
ǐThe 2000 Census recorded 32,029 American Indian children in 

2.5% of all MN children.

ÁAsian/Pacific Islander ɀ630
ǐThe 2000 Census reported 64,871 Asian children,                       

5% of all MN children.



Á Asian Americans (AA) not usually considered a population of 
primary concern in Child Welfare 

Á AA community is not immune to the issues surrounding child 
abuse and neglect. 

Á Abuse & neglect does occur in this community

Á 17% of AA boys in grades 5-12 reported physical abuse, as compared to 8 % among 
White boys (a commonwealth fund survey of on the health of adolescent boys, 1998)

Á 39 % physical abuse found among study of AA in LA (followed by 
neglect)

Á AA families, especially immigrant families, may unknowingly get 
in trouble with the law simply because of differences in cultural 
influences on child rearing and or a lack of knowledge of child 
protection laws 

Á AA families are also in need of support & services to strengthen 
their families



ÁPhysical punishment at home & school 
permitted  and considered necessary to 
discipline children

ÁBelief that physical punishment of children for 
disciplinary purposes could not constitute a child 
abuse case

ÁChild maltreatment not viewed as a serious 
social issue ɀmost Asian counties have no well-
defined statutes to intervene or prevent abuse 

ÁConcept of child abuse  where the public 
intervenes in the matters of a private family is 
foreign  and unacceptable to many immigrants 


