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The Hmong Presence in Minnesota

United States Estimate: 20@50,000
MinneSOta: 52,202007, American Community Survey)

Community Estimates: 600,000

Twin Citiesz 40,70 72000, u.s. census)

St. Paul (Ramsey Couniy26,5092000, u.s. census)
Smaller Hmong communities are also found in:

Rochester, and Winona, Tracy/Marshall/Walnut Grove
31 OOExAOOAOT - . h $0I OOE

Largest Asian American Group in Minnesota
25, 320 (55 % Hmong Population) under 18 in M

(Kids Count 2000)




Poverty Among Hmong Children

23% of AsiamAmerican children in Minnesota
were below the poverty line & almost half
lived In lowincome families.

The percent of children of Asian descent
living In lowincome families varies greatly
among Asian communities.

he highest percentage of loomcome
children were In the Hmong community;

37% were below the poverty line, and 73% were a
less than 200% of povertykids count 2000)




Language Barrier

Over half (50.7%) of the Hmong population has
less than a ninth grade education compared to
only 7.5% of the U.S. populatiognoo, census)

Only 27% of Hmong adults have completed a
high school degree compared to 84% of the U.S.
population 200, census)

Compared to Somali, Hispanic, and Russian
Immigrants in Minnesota, Hmong are the least
prOﬁCient N EngliSMNilder Research Survey of Immigrants, 2000)
Hmong language is the primary language
spoken in 59.4 % of Hmong Hom@sayax, 2005)



Hmong/Asian Cultural

Characteristics

Emphasis on hierarchical order within the
family z respect for seniors

Family obligationg adhere to the virtue of
filial piety

Highly male dominated (wives & children
expected to be subservient to patriarchal
authority)

Children are expected to be obedient to their
parents without questioning



2007 MN Maltreatment Reports

(DHS)

Whitez 14,683

The 2000 Census reported 1,079,278 White children,
81.6 % of all MN children

African American/Black 5,491

The 2000 Census reported 84,450 Afrieamerican children,
6.6% of all MN children.

Latino/Hispaniz 4,018

The 2000 Census recorded 55,640 Latino/Hispanic children, o
4.3% of all MN children.

American Indian- 1900

The 2000 Census recorded 32,029 American Indian children i
2.5% of all MN children.

Asian/Pacific Islander 630

The 2000 Census reported 64,871 Asian children,
5% of all MN children.



Hmong Families & Child Welfare

Asian Americans (AA) not usually considered a population of
primary concern in Child Welfare

AA community is not immune to the issues surrounding child
abuse and neglect.

Abuse & neglect does occur in this community

17% of AA boys in gradesl2 reported physical abuse, as compared to 8 % among
White boyS e(commonwealth fund survey of on the health of adolescent boys, 1998)

39 % physical abuse found among study of AA in LA (followed by
neglect)

AA families, especially immigrant families, may unknowingly get
in trouble with the law simply because of differences in cultural
Influences on child rearing and or a lack of knowledge of child
protection laws

AA families are also in need of support & services to strengthen
their families



Physical punishment at home & school
permitted and considered necessary to
discipline children

Belief that physical punishment of children for
disciplinary purposes could not constitute a child
abuse case

Child maltreatment not viewed as a serious
social issug most Asian counties have no well
defined statutes to intervene or prevent abuse
Concept of child abuse where the public
Intervenes in the matters of a private family Is
foreign and unacceptable to many immigrants




