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SAVE THIS DATE

Tuesday, June 03, 1997

Rethinking Child Welfare: Can the System Be
Transformed through Community Partnerships?

Featured Speaker: Patricia Schene, PhD

+ Patricia Scheneis a Consultant to the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation on community partnerships;
a consultant to various federal, state, and local public welfare agencies; and a member of the Executive Sessjbn,
New Paradigms for Child Protective Services, Kennedy School of Public Affairs, Harvard University.

for Advanced Studies in Child Welfare. A detailed announcement including registration information will be sent @@ all
recipients of this newsletter (to the address on this issue's mailing label) in the month of April. If the mailingthédbel g t
issue is incorrect, please contact Laura Baugh at (612) 626-8202.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM A also included.The following are highlighfgnarkable is the fact that infants and t¢d-
REPORT ON CHILD from the full report: dlers (three years of age and under) fep-

resented the majority of this percentagje.
MALTREATMENT: THE Type of Maltreatment: MN, 1991-1994 E :

+ Percentage of determined Caucadian
STATE OF MINNESOTA, |* From1991through1994,outof112,133; ims decreased from 67 percentin 1491

1991-1994 allegatl_ons of maltreatment, 42,420 werg) 51 percent in 1994. However, percent-
determined* (38 percent). The percentgag,q of determined African American vif-
This report of child maltreatment in the of determinations for Minnesota held stealy,s increased from 17 percentin 1997 to
state of Minnesota from 1991 through (37-39 percent) over the four years. |3 hercent in 1994.Percentage of defer-
1994 is based on administrative dafa® /N 1994, of those cases that were detfined Native American, Asian, and Hik-
provided by 87 counties to the Minne mined, 62 percent were children in negle 3I5anic heritage victimes held somewljat

sota Department of Human Service _ing families, a continueing rise from 199 Lsteady over the four years.
34 percent in physical abuse, a steady de-

cline from 1991; 10 percentin sexual abusé Metropolitan Counties: 1991-1993
holding steady; and 2 percent in emotionai The seven metropolitan counties regye-
maltreatment, declining slightly. sented 55 percent of the State’s tqtal
of maltreatment, percentage of casgs . maltreatment allegations and 58 percent
determined, and factors of race andAge & Race/Ethnicity: MN, 1991-1994 | ot e State’s total maltreatment deterthi-
age. In addition, a special study of thg* Almost half of determined maltreatme 1hations, over three years.
seven metropolitan counties and a comYictims in Minnesota were very young (S{% percentage of determinations of fhe
parison of MN to the United States ig Years of age and under). Even more Yeg\en metropolitan counties were higher
Since 1988, "determined" replaced the term "substaniated" to indicatethat in the assessment or investigation of a nrejye@atedadence was uncovdied

to confirm maltreatment. Once areportis investigated, three options guide the documentation for recordkeeping: "undétdeteimadéd, but no case opendd,”
implying a level of low or moderate risk; and "determined and case opended," implying a high level of risk.

To learn more about child abuse an
neglectin MN over four years, the dat
were organized to reveal trends in ty
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than percentage of determinations fg
the State as awhole. From 1991 throug
1993, percentage of determinations va
ied among the seven metropolitan cour
ties.

Comparison of MN Data &US Data
+ From 1991 through 1994, the percent

age of determinations in Minnesota (36¢

39 percent) was higher than the per

centage of determinations in the U.S.

(31-34 percent).

¢ In 1994, the percentage of detert

mined victims by age in Minnesota was
somewhat similar to the percentage g
those in the United States. Both in
Minnesota and the U.S., almost half o
determined victims were very young
(six years of age and under), and infant
and toddler (three years of age an

under) represented the majority of thig

percentage.

+ For the full report, prepared by Pro-
fessorEsther Wattenberg and doc-
toral studenHyungmo Kim, is now

available. Please contact Mary Kaye

LaPointe at (612) 625-6550 for a copy
of "Minnesota's Children: Child Abuse
and Neglect, 1991-1994."

COMMENTARY
by Esther Wattenberg

What do we learn from a report on chilg

maltreatment based on trend data?

Changes over time (in this case, fou
years of data) allows us to see chang
in type of maltreatment, age, race, eth
nicity of children, and the extend of
determined (substantiated) cases fo
lowing investigation.

Valuable as this data is, the limitations
are apparent. First, "administrative" datg
i.e., information gathered at the county

level from standardized forms checked

off by frontline workers, may be some-
what flawed by a misinterpretation of

how to record the data of the charactef-
istically complex cases entering the childl

protection system. Further, "missing'
data are not uncommon; moreover,
record of the reports of maltreatmen

I' before they are "screened" is not avai
h able.

. Nevertheless, the findings from this re
port should focus our attention on twd
crucial questions: why are we seeing
wave of very young children in the child

- protection system, despite an earne

effort to develop an early warning sys

- tem through a network of prevention

programs (ECEF, Headstart, crisis nurs

eries)? Is poverty the central issue? Se
ondly, in what ways should factors of
race/ethnicity influence the way in which

f child welfare functions?

f The data from this report should alert u

s more than 60% of allegations of mal;
4 treatment (reports that come from teach

to other issues in the child welfare crisis|

task. As these two studies demonstrate
for some young children caught in short-
termimmediate crises, the focus willbe on
stabilizing their families' situation, secur-

ing time for an astute assessment of the
child's safety, parenting problems, and
resources in kinship networks. For older
children with behavioral problems and

significant histories of prior placements ,

the urgency of permanency within a nar-
row set of options framed by brief time

limits is a daunting challenge for social

service and court systems.

CHANGES AT THE MN
STATE DEPARTMENT OF
HUMAN SERVICES

+ The Center for Advanced Studies in

t

[}

v

L=

ers, physicians, social workers, kin, an
neighbors) were not substantiated. Wh
such a large proportion of allegations ar
unfounded is not well understood. Ar
we screening out children who merit
P ing a case is too high (the "imminent ris
of harm" standard)? Does the drop i
physical abuse cases reflect the fact th
in most counties, child protection reports
which involve teenagers (often familieg
seeking help with troubled adolescents
elicita minimal response?

* the referral s

) ystem to community agen|

cies that exist within each county. Fur
*Sther, the wide variations amongst coun
" ties in how they respond to reports o

maltreatment surely exposes the wid
" disparity of resources available within

The importance of grasping the scope
' characteristicsand trends in child mal-
treatment underlines the persistent polic]
question: has child protection narrowed it
responses to requests for protective inte
vention in order to adapt to its shrinking
resources?

In conclusion, designing a continuum o
h services responsive to the diverse nee
b of families and children is a formidable

This report should raise questions aboyit

our 87 county child protections systemg.

Child Welfare wishesDenise Revels
Robinson former Director of the Family
and Children's Services Division at the
Minnesota Department of Human Ser-
vices, and Community Faculty Memberin

responses because our threshold for opgn-the School of Social Work, farewell. We

wish her the best of luck in her new
position with the State of Wisconsin
Al Department of Health and Family Ser-
P vices as Director of the Milwaukee County
child welfare system.

)

+Judith Wong has assumed the position
of Assistant Commissoner to the
Children’s Initiative at the Minnesota De-
partment of Human Services affenne
Damon's departure.

NOTICE OF AVAILABLE
MATERIALS

¢ The multi-phase Kinship Foster Care
Project, which focused on Anoka, Blue
Earth, and Hennepin Counties, has beel
completed. To request a copy of the Ex-
ecutive Summary, "Kinship Foster Care in
Minnesota: A Study of Three Counties,"
contact Sharon Haas at (612) 624-1383
A limited number of copies of the full
report are available.

[9° 2

12

=

+ The text of the Presidential Directive on
jSAdoption is also available through

2
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CASCW. Please contact Laura Baugh
(612) 626-8202 to receive a copy.

+ A Summary of the Provisions of thg
Personal Responsibility and Work Oppo
tunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (H.R.
3734; also known as the "Welfare Reg
form" Act) is available. Please contad
Laura Baugh (612-626-8202) to request

copy.

1996-97 BUSH/IV-E CHILD
WELFARE SCHOLARS

¢+ The Center for Advanced Studies i
Child Welfare remains committed to in
creasing diversity in child welfare staffing
patterns. The actualization of that con
mitment, supported by Bush Foundatio
and IV-E funding, is evidentin the 1996-9
cohort of Child Welfare Scholars, em
bodying a richness of experience an
diversity.

+ Recipients of color are represented

both Twin Cities and distance educatio
sites and in both Day School and Weeke
programs. Twenty-six applicants wer

1996-97, and twenty students were 0
fered continued support. Many of th
recipients are current county child wel
fare professionals—all have experiend
with at-risk children and families in di-

verse communities and are committed {o

culturally sensitive and culturally compe
tent practice with vulnerable populations

NEWS OF BUSH/IV-E
SCHOLARS

+ Beth Alvarez, Second-Year Bush/
IV-E Scholar, was chosen as a Ne
Student Member of the MN Chapter o
the NASW.

+ Dana Mitchell, Bush/IV-E alumna,
was honored with the title NASW Studen
of the Year, 1996.

¢ CASCW alumnaAlexis Oberdorfer
was elected MSW Student Represent
tive to the NASW Board, MN Chapter.

+ Paula Williams Sanders Bush/IV-E

AtScholar, has been promoted to

at Hennepin County, preparing petitions
for .

'NOTABLE
-CONTRIBUTIONS FROM
tBUSH/IV-E SCHOLARS

« Fromtime to time we will present a

pared by Bush/IV-E Child Welfare Schol-
ars. Claire Hill, an Advanced Standing
n Bush/IV-E Scholar, undertook this study
of brief, multiple, shelter placements of
young children, as a partial fulfillment of
-the requirements of the graduate cours
h"Contemporary Child Welfare: Policy, Pro-
y grams, and Emerging Issues."

This paper captures a profile of children
through 11 who experienced short-tern
emergency placements three or more timg
hiin one year (1995).

:'The data were derived from a Metropoli;

| tan county. The sources included foste

d

f files; interviews with social services work-
;ers familiar with the files, and scattered

" interviews with staff members of units
| and agencies familiar with emergency|

interview data were derived from a “con-
venience” sample, caution is advised if

generalizing from the findings of this re-
"port.

Excerpts from her paper “Repeated Eme
gency Placement of Young Children: Is
sues for Practice and Policy” follow:

vHighlights from the Data

f. Of the 943 children under 12 who were
placed in emergency/shelter care in 199}
43 children (4.5%) experienced three o

belonged to sibling groups.

+ Of the 43 children, more than half werg
hAfrican American; almost a quarter were
Caucasian; 14% were bi-racial. Very
few children were Native American or

summary of selected research papers pi|

" care administrative data; a sample of cas
selected as new Bush/IV-E Scholars for P %

Cshelter placements. Inasmuch as the

+ Most children were placed in emer-
gency facilities (a shelter or emergency
P foster homes) by police officers (45%) or
social workers (50%), under a “72-hour
police hold.”

+ The most frequent reasons for shelter
placement were parent related. Hospital-
ization, substance abuse, abandonment,
drug raids, and abuse and neglect were
represented in various combinations as
Emajor reasons.

+ A smaller portion of reasons for place-
mentwere related to child behaviors, prob-
lems which included adoptive placement
disruptions and failed foster home place-
gnents.

+ After emergency placement, 47% of

the children returned home; 35% moved
Dto another emergency shelter ortolonger-
nterm foster care.

'3 Of children leaving short-term emer-
gency care, nine resulted in longer term
placements with relatives.

'+ The case file review documented pov-
rty as a crippling factor. More than half
the mothers suffered from mental iliness,
most commonly described as “severe de-
pression.” In half of the cases reviewed,
the parenta court record, including forg-
ery, drug possession, and malicious pun-
ishment of children. Over half of the
mothers were abused as children, and
more than a quarter had suffered battering
as adults.

L

‘Observations _from Interviews with
Social Service Providers

+ Child protection workers viewed their

resources as dwindling and the future

outlook as grim. Frequently-placed chil-
hdren were seen as behind their age group
reducationally, depressed, and hostile. They

t more placements. Ofthese children, eighseemed to perceive their environment as

violent and aggressive, and to see them-
selves as deprived and experiencing loss.

+ In interviews with the systems service
providers, respondents noted that extended
child placement beyond the initial crisis

Hispanic/Latino.

was avoided, due primarily to cost. One
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interviewee commented, “We are budigjlimpse of the brutal condidtions of lifefo] + Funding for the Center’s scholarship

protection workers, not child protectiq
workers.”

¢ There is a pressure to close cals

ter/emergency placments. We obser

chidren who appear and reappear in shelprogram for child welfare staff members

inrural counties and on tribal reservations

ough a small window, the enviornmert who serve vulnerable children was re-

quickly. Current priority is responding to%this gorup of young hcildren: acute lif¢ newed. “Extending Continuing Education

budget constraint considerations.

+ Respondents commented on socie
indifference: troubled, neglected, abus
children and their parents seen as *
expensive” and “too hard”: they a

“throw-away” families, abandoned by theafter a brief shelter placement.
system. Interviewees identified this popu
lation as politically powerless and withdu

advocates on their behalf.

Practice Recommendations

Social service providers interviewg

made the following recommendations

¢+ Intervention should occur with a hig
risk family’s first child at an early age.

+ Fund programs for home visitors w
may be paraprofessional workers to fo
on practical parenting skills.

+ Mental health services for children a
caretakers should be provided.

+ Transportation and child care must
company all services to mothers.

+ Families without telephones need
message center.

Policy Recommendations

+ A case review of all children placg
three times in one year is necessary.

+ Consider termination of parental righ
“more aggressively.”

COMMENTARY
by Esther Wattenberg

What do fragmentary studiestellus? Fr

Claire Hill's study of 43 children in repefi-overloaded, so little time is available for

tive emergency/shelter placements,

learn that while this is a small percents
of the total number of children brought
the attention of the child protection sy
tem, these children are in condiitons
"imminentharm." The study, while limie
by a "snapshot" approach, provides

We observe their caretakesrs: single mo
y&r's suffereing from the lethal mix of dee
edepression and chemical dependency. T]
ogata disclose that almost half of theg
fechildren are reunited with their parent

Bemoval and placement of children is
devastating event for a child at everg
age. Highlevels of anguish over loss of th
parent is apparent, unless the child h

| [etreated behind a hardened she

The children, as a group, are "behing

educationally. Some are severely d¢

npressed. Others are violent and aggre
sive. Despite neglect, severr deprivatio

\ and phycial abuse, most children idealiz

| parental figures. School-age children a

“protective of their parents. A sensittiv

case plan that recognized their emotion|

hdaeed for attachment to birth parents and
the same time placment ofor their safe
and development requires skills and inte

A Sive support.

Why do these children remain in unstab
4nd high-risk environments, careenin
from home to shelter and back again? A
desicionsfiscally drive? Foster care plac
ments are costly, but so are repetitiy
Short-term placements. In 1995
$16,434,519 was spent, statewide, (¢
t&mergency/Shelter arrangments for chi
dren in short-term care, representin
approximatley 10% of out-of-home costs
-a small but not insignificant cost.

Are these cases of faulty assessments
biitne families' coping abilities? Are caseload

weensible case plan? These are the qu

td-ragmentary studies such as those pilot
sby Claire Hill lead the way.

;NEW GRANT AWARDS

a

géons which should guide a major study.

stresses, extreme chasos, and poveftyto Rural County Staff” Principal Investi-

gator Esther Wattenberg received the
D second $75,000 grant award from the
hadministration on Children, Youth, and
eFamilies; Children’s Bureau; Department
S of Health and Human Services to continue
this two-year project. Nine counties/tribal
reservations and nine staff members have
received support through this program.
éThree more applicants have been offered
aéshort-term tuition assistance.
l.* In October 199&nn Ahlquist and the
“Child Abuse Prevention Studies program
e-received a $3,000 grant from Olmsted
S€ounty Social Services to complete a
N,"best practices” evaluation of their child
eprotection servicesRob Sawyer Olm-
ested County Social Services Director, ini-
e tiated the request. Interviews with Olm-
alsted County Child Protection staff, clients,
ahnd collaborating professionals have been
yconducted. The final report is expected in
N-March. Jessica Toft CAPS Faculty
Instructor and CASCW Faculty Associ-
ate, assisted in the evaluation. Dane
Gilgun served as a consultant.

<))

D

¢
[ee  Professor Geraldine Kearse
e-Brookins, CASCW Faculty Associate,
ein partnership withLaura Lederer, Di-
, rector of the Center on Speech, Equality
nand Harm, Law School, received two
-grants, $10,000 each, from the General
OMills Foundation and the Otto Bremer
- Foundation to support their study "The
Impact of Harmful Speech on Adoles-
O(%ents."

SNEW FACULTY
P ASSOCIATES

X/
°

Two new faculty joined the roster of
BEASCW Faculty Associates.

+ William Bradshaw, PhD, comes to
the School of Social Work (SSW) from the
College of St. Catherine/University of St.
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Thomas where he taught in the MSW p
gram for four years. In his role as CASC
Faculty Associate, Dr. Bradshaw direq
the Advanced Clinical Studies Progra

dirst held at "Minniiwijiwin," the new Fond
VWiu Lac Indian Children and Family Adv
tgacy Centerin Cloquet, Minnesota. Twel
Mribal social workers and tribal law enforc

designed for clinical social workers amdnent personnel representing tribes throu

graduate clinicians from other related dis
plines. This CEU-earning program pr
vides a base for advanced child/adolesg
and adult clinical practice, and focuses
specific assessment and intervention mgq
ods and techniques.

Jessica Toff MSW, LGSW, is a new
faculty instructor with the Child Abus
Prevention Studies (CAPS) program
SSW. This certificate program offers di
tance education participation through a
riety of sites across the state of Minnesc
Previously, Instructor Toft was a Polig
Advocate for Child Abuse Prevention i
sues at Family and Children’s Service, a
most recently, a Research Assistant w
the National Resource Center on Fami
Centered Practice.

FACULTY
PRESENTATIONS
+ Dr. Sandra Beemanand doctoral can

didateLaura Boisen will present “Child
Welfare Professionals’ Attitudes towa

*

Kinship Foster Care” at CSWE’s 43{dHotel, Bloomington, MN. A CAPS simu

Annual Program Meeting “Navigating th
Winds of Change” March 6-9, 1997
Chicago, IL. The results of the Kinsh
Foster Care Project’s survey of child wé
fare professionals’ attitudes toward kinsH
foster care will be described and reco
mendations made for improving curricul
Also at this conference, CASCW Fie
Liaison Gloria McGee and Professo
David Hollister, Center Faculty Associ
ate, will present "Issuesin Substance Ab
and Child Welfare.'Esther Wattenberg
will serve as a Millennium Project Liaison
the conference.

+ In January 199Ann Ahlquist collabo-
rated with Minnesota Chippewa Tribal S
cial Services in teaching a seminaron C
nitive Graphic Interviewing of Native
American Children. The seminar was t

Cout Minnesota attended Ann Ahlquist
Dhas been invited to present the plen
giogram at the Alaskan Third Annual Chi
OAbuse and Neglect Conference in Anch
thge, Alaska on April 5, 1997. Her semir]
is entitled "The Fragile Relationship of Ch
dren and Their Perpetrators: How Do V
| Ask? How Do We Listen?"' Instructor
'zﬁnn Ahlquist, CASCW Faculty Associ
ate, presented two keynote addresses
child abuse prevention, the firstatthe Gr
akes Native American Conference, “Vi

%))

—

Relations, held in Kansas City, MO on
-November 5, 1996.

(_2 Professodean Quamgave the keynote
gF}gldress “The Future of Social Work Edu-
cation” at the Minnesota CSWE Fall Con-
ence, “What's in the Field of Social

r
j/ork Education,” October 17-18, 1996.

@D

o)
~—h

Ple ProfessoiRon Rooney Associate Di-
afector of the Center, presented “Working
lwith Families Who Are Reluctant to Re-
Veeive Services” during the Training and
Education/Practice section of the Tenth
Annual Empowering Families Conference
Pllling Together in a River of Change.”
qthis annual meeting, sponsored by the Na
Ptional Association of Family Based Ser-

ence to Children Can Be Prevented,”

5-

—

it hce in Durango, C® On March 20, 199
yI5revention Studies (CAPS) program

CASCW Faculty Associate, will prese
"Stopping the Violence and Abuse Agair

Annual Training Conference and Expo, "C
ebrating Everyday Heroes," sponsored
the Minnesota Social Service Associatic
dMarch 19-21, 1997 at the Radisson So

dated Interactive Television class will K
nconducted with the following objectives f
pthe limited-enrollment participants: Undg
b|stand Dynamics of Violence and Abuse
ighildren; Understand Risk and Resilien
hf=actors of Violence and Abuse of Childre
aand Understand Strategies for Chang
aviolence and Abuse of Children.

+ During the Summer Quartelane Gil-
[ gun presented her study “Classifying Ch
J%‘?en Who Have Sexually Inappropriate B

aviors” at the Eleventh International Co
gress, sponsored by the International S
ety for the Prevention of Child Abuse a
Neglect in Dublin, Irelande Jane Gilgun
ppresented a paper entitled “The Phend
pghology of Family Violence” at the Prg
» Conference Workshop on Theory Cg

hatruction and Research Methodology, sp
sored by the National Council on Fam

o0

Ngces, was held in San Antonio, TX, De-

"the second, “Abuse Is Not Traditional,” ptember 11-14, 1996.
e Four Corners Native American Confér-

+ Esther Wattenberg and Denise Rev-

nn Ahlquist, Director of the Child Abusg €S Robinsonco-presented a paper en-

ntifled “The Minnesota Model for Strength-
Hh€ning Policy and Practice for IV-E Chil-
ren: Forging a Multi-Purpose Partnership

Children: What Wil It Take?" at the 104thWith the State, aFoundation, anda School o

hiSocial Work” at the National Conference
Child Welfare held in Memphis, TN,
Eg;ptember 26-29, 1996.0n October 3rd
J{?,rofessorEsther Wattenberg taped an
| interview on issues related to child welfare
gvith John Biewin of Minnesota Public
pRadio for the “Voices of Minnesota” se-
rJies. The show aired October 28, 1996, ant
g excerpt of the interview is available on
cthe internet via the MPR web page for
nt;hose whose computers have audio capabil
r{a/. The URL for the interview is http://
news.mpr.org/programs/voicesmn/docs/
vm9610_wattenberg.htmOn November
7, 1996Esther Wattenberg provided the
lsummary and closing “Balancing Needs
€and Focusing Attention” at the Minnesota
NSocial Service Association’s Education Fo-
DGlam, “Stuck in the Middle with You: Protec-
ndive Services and Liability Issues,” held in
St. Cloud, MN. ¢ Esther Wattenberg
Merved on the panel “Key Issues in Con-
F-ducting Foundation-Sponsored Evaluations
Nof Child Welfare Services” withGreg
|3'®wen andLynn Usher at the American
y

5
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Evaluation Association’s Annual Meetir

“Evaluation ‘96" held in Atlanta, GA, Not

vember 8-9, 1996.

FACULTY
CONTRIBUTIONS

¢ Instructor Ann Ahlquist received 34
Distinguished Service Award fromthe M

Chapter of the American Professional $0

ciety on Abuse of Children.

¢+ CASCW Field LiaisonSonia Davila-
Williams has been elected to the Board
Chicanos Latinos Unido en Servi
(CLUES). In addition, she has been

lected to serve as a committee membe
two prominent committees concerned w
issues inthe Latino Community: the Cen
Legal Child Abuse Prevention Campaig
and the Department of Health and Hum
Services Steering Committee for the "C
mestic Violence in the Latino Communit)
symposium.

+ Associate Professarane Gilgun has
been appointed to the National Nominat
Committee of the National Council on Fa
ily Relations.

+ Professodean Quamhas been electg
President of the MN Chapter of NASW

+ Center DirectorEsther Wattenberg
was elected to a second term on the Bg
of Directors of the Children’s Law Cent
of Minnesota.

+ Associate Professdliver Williams,
CASCW Faculty Associate, was nameg
the board of the Washburn Child Guidar
Centerin Minneapolis.

+ Several faculty members associated i

CASCW were part of the team of edug
tors who received the 1996 University C
lege Outstanding Team Awardevin
Burke, Jarilyn Gess Nancy Johnston
Nan Kalke, Megan Morrissey, Jean
Quam, and Ronald Rooney

ALLINA FOUNDATION
SERIES ON VIOLENCE
PREVENTION RESEARCH

+* The Allina Foundation Series on Vi

N

dence Prevention Research examines
research efforts on violence and associg
risk factors. Professareffrey Edleson
CASCW Faculty Associate, and Assist3
ProfessorSandra Beeman CASCW
Research Associate, were chosento pre
the first topic in the series. They gave th
presentation, “The Link between Child Mg
L freatmentand Woman Battering,” on Tug
day, October 29, 1996. Associate Prof
sorJane Gilgun, CASCW Faculty Asso
ciate, was selected as the second feat
faspeaker in the series. Professor Gilg
gresented “The Significance of Assets
séModels of Risk” on Thursday, Novemb
r 24, 1996. Her in-depth research focuses
itthe importance of building assets wh
trohildren are at risk.

QLIINKAGE WITH STATE
oUNIVERSITIES

+* Grants to State Universities: CASC

stDiscussion focused on child welfare field
tpthcement/practicum issues; a review of
county concerns and emerging child wel-
irfare issues, including fiscal disparities among
the counties for child welfare; and recom-
semtndations and shared observations ol
eteaching materials for strengthening under-
l-graduate child welfare curricula.

EALL QUARTER

SEMINAR FOR NEW
ISCHOLARS

UTT

iPn Wednesday, October 9, 1996 a semina
pifor new recipients of Bush/IV-E Child Wel-
é@re Scholars was held to provide an over:
exiew of the child welfare system and emerg-
ing issues. This seminar, “Practicing Child
Welfare Social Work in a Neighborhood
Setting,” featuredRichard Spratt, Social
Worker, Hennepin County Village Social
Services; anddavid Thompson Pro-
\gram Manager, Ramsey County Child Pro-

made five grants of $4,000 each to

a1996-97 academic year and for rela
Elexpenses such as teaching materials
honoraria for community practitioners speg
ing in the courses on issues related to T
tg/-E children and families.

C&+ State Universities Forum: A Fall Quart]
forum with representatives from six soc

a1996 in Room 402, Campus Club, Coffm
L Memorial Union, MinneapolisThe follow-
ing participated in the exchang&nthony
Bibus, Augsburg CollegeJohn Collins,
Winona State UniversityTammy Faux,
Mankato State Universityandy Robin
St. Cloud State University; aniflary
Thrash, Bemidji State University. Univer

contributors includedDavid Hollister,
Nancy Johnston Ronald Rooney and
) Esther Wattenberg.

ork departments took place Decembef

sity of Minnesota School of Social Woik

hction. Center DirectdEsther Watten-

following State Universities to strength¢merg facilitated the forum, which was held

Nthe child welfare content in their undgrin the Dale Shephard Room, Coffman Me-
Ngraduate curricula: Bemidji State Univgrmorial Union, Minneapolis.

sity, Mankato State University, Moorhead
4State University, St. Cloud State UniverFALL WORKSHOP ON

sity, and Winona State University. Thes€ ULTURALLY SENSITIVE
"funds are used to offer a child welf 'RISK ASSESSMENT

course as part of the curriculum during the

e¢ The Fall Workshop, “Culturally Sensi-
afik Risk Assessment: An Ethnographic
ikApproach,” was held September 30 anc
it®ctober 1, 1996 at the Radisson Hotel
Metrodome, Minneapolis. The two-day
raining workshop featured two experts
rom California: Wynn Tabbert, DSW,
irector, Child Welfare Training Project,
alifornia State University at Fresno; and
amela Walker, MA, MFCC, Trainer/
Consultant, California State University at
Long Beach. The workshop focused on the
process of applying a systematic model of
assessing risk to children in a culturally
sensitive way. The model was designed tc
| drive the development of the case plan, an
participants were provided with opportuni-

D

1Y

ties to apply the training topics.

COMPETENCY
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February 18th Job Search Workshop for
Bush/IV-E Scholars and other interested
Topics such Jas
Iounty hiring procedures, written and ofal
hgexams, and the Minnesota Merit System

WORKSHOP

+ The first in a series of Competen
Workshops to be offered this year, “Ski
and Competencies in Developing a C
Plan,” took place on Wednesday, Nove

cysocial Work students.

mwill be covered. Scheduled guest spea

ber 20, 1996 at the Campus Club, Coffmanclude:

Memorial Union, Minneapolis. Two con
munity professionals gave presentation
this workshop for second year and A
vanced Standing Bush/IV-E Schola¥sin

Beman Supervisor, Hennepin County Ch
dren and Family Services; aglie Stot-

S-otKeith Gray, Director, Ramsey Count
djﬁersonnel;o Lucy Hayes Bush/IV-E
Alumna, employed with Olmsted Coun
‘Community Servicesy Curt Peterson,
Supervisor, Hennepin County Child Prote

erau, Social Services Program Consult

and Trainer, Family and Children’s Ser-

vices, Minnesota Department of Hum
Services. Center DirectdEsther Wat-

r,ﬂ‘on; + Connie Price Hennepin County
uman Resources; antl Sue Serbus,
ush/IV-E Alumna, employed with Nicollg
ounty.

tenbergand CASCW Field LiaisoBloria | THE CENTER SPONSORS

McGee facilitated the workshop. THe

requirements of a permanency goal

A FORUM ON SCHOOL

it

“time limits” as mandated by both fede alINKED SERVICES

and state law were reviewed. The pracficg

issues in constructing a case plan
multi-problem, chronically neglecting p

ents became manifest in a case presgn

tion. “Reasonable Efforts” was a focus
attention.

TRAINING THE
TRAINERS: DIVERSITY
WORKSHOP

+ CASCW Traveling Field Instructd@sail
Walters, who attended the National Dive

sity and Public Problem-Solving Sumnie

School at Radcliffe College last July, fac
tated the Fall Quarter Diversity Worksh

The Winter Workshop, “The Cuttin
gein School-Linked Services: Knowir

By

i
r-
amilies,” was held Friday, January 1
97. Cynthia Bailey-Dempsey PhD,

workshop. Dr. Bailey-Dempsey is an Al
sistant Professor in Columbia University
School of Social Work where she direq
the graduate curriculum sequence in Sch
Based and School-Linked Services and
ordinates Columbia’s Dual Degree Grag

te Program in Social Work and Spec

=

n ducation. A paper summarizing Dr. Baile

X empsey's approach is forthcoming. 4

on Friday, October 25, 1996 for Field Pr

tice Seminar Facilitators. Based on fe &

back from last year’s training series,

diversity workshop will be held per quar
and each will be structured around seleg
articles and topics allowing for group a
small-group discussion. The purpose
these workshops is to help the Semi

@nnouncement will be made when it
omes available.

ne Following Dr. Bailey-Dempsey’'s addreg
& panel presentation, “A Commentary
tadinnesota’s Demonstration Projects,”w,
Ngrovided. The following served as panelig
@erman Carmona, Social Worker, Hen{
Naepin County Children and Family Service

Facilitators incorporate diversity issues iftSabathani Community Center, Minneag

the Field Practice Seminars for studentf

WINTER QUARTER JOB
SEARCH WORKSHOP

%+ MSW student and CASCW Gradud

Slis; Elaine Kirk, School Social Worker
Alice Smith School, Hopkins;leffrey

cate, Fairview Hospital, Minneapolis; ar
Marissa Somers-DeHaney School So-
t%ial Worker, Andersen Elementary, Minn

@hat Works Best for Students & Theli
%9

ACSW, was the featured speaker at thi

Phillip s, Cultural Liaison and Youth Advot

ers

y

C-

—F

D

AssistantJeff Fisher is coordinating &

apolis.

+ Priortothe workshoq, abreakfast cons

ul-
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