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Mission: The mission of the University of 
Minnesota College of Education and Human 
Development is to contribute to a just and 
sustainable future through engagement with 
local and global communities to enhance 
human learning and development at all 
stages of the life span.  

Vision: The college will advance research, 
teaching, and community engagement to 
increase opportunities for all individuals 
to have a successful start in life and to 
foster healthy human development, and will 
provide programs that meet the demands of 
the 21st century.

celebrating commencement 2024
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Ceremony Policies
To ensure a safe and enjoyable experience for all, please adhere to the 
following policies while in Mariucci Arena: 
•  The University honors free speech and the expression rights of our 

community members. However, demonstrations or disruptive activities 
are not permitted inside the venue during this event, to ensure access and 
enjoyment for all. Commencement events are milestone celebrations for 
graduating students and their families, and our goal is to ensure students 
can be properly celebrated for their achievements and that they and their 
families have a safe and accessible experience. Community members who 
wish to engage in expressive activity may do so outside of the venue.

•  Due to fi re regulations, arena aisles must be kept clear. Camera and video 
equipment, baby carriers, and strollers are not allowed in the aisles.

•  For liability reasons, no one will be allowed on the stage following the 
commencement ceremony.

• Smoking is not permitted in this or any other University building.

Closed captions 
Scan the QR code above, or visit z.umn.edu/cehd-grad-captions to 
view closed captions of today’s ceremony on your phone.
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May 10, 2024

Dear Graduates,

On behalf of the faculty, staff, and students of the College of Education 
and Human Development at the University of Minnesota, let me first and 
foremost say CONGRATULATIONS! We are here today to celebrate your major 
achievement with your families, friends, and fellow students.

As your journey continues—here in Minnesota, across the nation, or around the 
globe—you will surely impact others as they in turn will impact you. I wish for 
you amazing opportunities, great friendships, and a future of possibilities.

As you go forth in your chosen fields, remember learning is a lifelong 
opportunity. I hope you will apply what you have discovered during your time 
here with us and also stay open to growing from everyone and everything in the 
days and years to come. It is this continuous process of discovery and growth 
that allows us to best use our gifts to improve lives and to appreciate fully the 
greatest gift of all—the gift of learning.

CEHD is proud of you. I am particularly excited to see how you make a 
difference as a member of CEHD alumni. And don’t consider this a farewell. 
We look forward to continuing our relationship with you as a lifelong member 
of CEHD and the University of Minnesota community. Please stay in touch and 
connect with us through social media and future college events.

Best wishes for the future,

Michael C. Rodriguez  
Dean and Campbell Leadership Chair 
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Order of Events  
Prelude Concert 
U of M Brass Ensemble, led by 
John Leonard, Assistant Director of 
Marching and Athletic Bands 

Procession
“Pomp and Circumstance,” 
performed by U of M Brass Ensemble

Welcome Address 
Michael C. Rodriguez, dean of the 
College of Education and Human 
Development

Student Address 
Sophia Haddad, Bachelor of Science 
in Business Marketing and minors in 
Spanish and Leadership

Introduced by Nicola Alexander, 
associate dean for undergraduate 
education, diversity, and international 
initiatives

Presentation of the Candidates
Nicola Alexander, associate dean for 
undergraduate education, diversity, 
and international initiatives

Conferring of Degrees
2024 College of Education and 
Human Development Candidates for 
the bachelor of science (BS) degree 

Closing Remarks
Michael C. Rodriguez 

“Hail! Minnesota”
Performed by U of M Brass 
Ensemble
[*See lyrics]

Recessional
There will not be a formal 
recessional. At the end of the 
ceremony, graduating students will 
be able to meet their guests in the 
stands. 

“Hail! Minnesota”
Minnesota, hail to thee!

Hail to thee our college dear
Thy light shall ever be

A beacon bright and clear;
Thy sons and daughters true

Will proclaim thee near and far;
They will guard thy fame

And adore thy name
Thou shalt be their Northern Star.
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Biographical Information
Michael C. Rodriguez 
Michael C. Rodriguez, PhD, is dean of the College of Education and Human 
Development and a professor of educational measurement and assessment. 
He holds the Campbell Leadership Chair with a focus on education equity and 
is a member of the University’s Academy of Distinguished Teachers. He directs 
the MN Youth Development Research Group that explores the role of the social 
and cultural contexts of learning and positive youth development through the 
measurement of social and emotional learning. He currently chairs the Technical 
Advisory Group of the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards and is 
a member of the Design and Analysis Committee of the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress.

He is the recipient of the Albert J. Harris Research Award from the International 
Literacy Association. Perhaps most importantly, he is a fifth generation 
Minnesotan and a first generation college graduate.

John Leonard 
John Leonard joined the University of Minnesota band faculty in the fall of 2021 
after completing his DMA in wind conducting at the University of Kansas. In 
2018 he was the interim assistant director of bands, and director of the Bronco 
Marching Band at Western Michigan University. Previously, Leonard was the 
assistant director of bands at Northeastern University in Boston, Massachusetts, 
and worked as an adjunct lecturer at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
teaching music arranging techniques as well as leading the UMass “Hoop” Band 
and assisting with the Minuteman Marching Band. A prolific arranger, Leonard 
writes music for many university marching bands, as well as working on new 
arrangements and transcriptions for wind band. In the summers, he teaches at 
the George N. Parks Drum Major Academy where he is both a lead clinician as 
well as the staff manager for the company.

Sophia Haddad
Sophia Haddad is graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business and 
Marketing Education with a double minor in Leadership and Spanish. She is from 
Bloomington, Minnesota and takes pride in her Syrian heritage. During her years 
at the University of Minnesota, she was involved with on campus organizations 
like MCAE, the Orthodox Christian Fellowship, and worked for the University of 
Minnesota as a swim instructor. Her favorite college memories include studying 
abroad in Milan, Italy, cheering the Gophers on in the student section at hockey 
and football games, and learning byzantine chanting at different Orthodox 
churches in the Twin Cities. Her future plans are to stay in Minnesota and work in 
marketing within the food and beverage industry. 
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Special Announcements
The University of Minnesota Twin Cities is built within the traditional homelands 
of the Dakota people. It is important to acknowledge the peoples on whose land we 
live, learn, and work as we seek to improve and strengthen our relations with our 
Tribal Nations. We also acknowledge that words are not enough. We must ensure 
that our institution provides support, resources, and programs that increase access 
to all aspects of higher education for our American Indian students, staff, faculty, 
and community members.

The Minnesota Tribal Nations Plaza is located on the main western entrance to 
Huntington Bank Stadium, across from 3M Arena at Mariucci. The plaza includes 
eleven, 18-foot tall sky markers, each of which incorporates information about one 
of Minnesota’s eleven Tribal Nations.

Additional Programs
Additional copies of this program may be available from the Office of the Dean, 
College of Education and Human Development, 104 Burton Hall, 178 Pillsbury Drive 
S.E., University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN  55455; 612-626-9252.

Disclaimer
Although care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the information in this program, 
there may be unintended errors or late changes not reflected in the contents. This 
is not an official University of Minnesota graduation list.

Alumni Association 
Congratulations, new graduates! The University of Minnesota Alumni Association 
and the College of Education and Human Development are proud to welcome you to 
a global community of more than 500,000 U of M alumni. We’re here to help you as 
you transition from campus life to new adventures and careers, and we’ll keep you 
connected to the University you love in the years ahead.

Learn more about how you can utilize and build your alumni network at 
umnalumni.org. And while you’re there, explore the benefits available to you 
through membership in the Alumni Association. Check out cehd.umn.edu/alumni to 
see all CEHD Alumni Society opportunities and make career connections by joining 
the free Maroon and Gold Network, maroonandgoldnetwork.umnalumni.org. 

Stay up to date with CEHD by making sure we have your correct contact information 
at update.umn.edu. After you graduate, your access to University applications like 
Google Workspace, Zoom, and Microsoft 365 will change. Learn what to expect and 
how to prepare at z.umn.edu/leaving-umn.

We hope you’ll join us for upcoming alumni events, including Homecoming 2024 
from October 21 to 27 and the CEHD Homecoming pre-parade party on October 25.

Go Gophers!
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Degrees and Programs Completed
The following number of students completed degrees or programs 
of study in the College of Education and Human Development from 
December 2023, through August 2024.

Bachelor of science (BS) degree ........................................................... 518
Master of education (MEd) degree ........................................................ 226
Master of arts (MA) degree  ..................................................................... 90
Master of science (MS) degree .................................................................. 2
Master of social work (MSW) degree ....................................................... 42
Doctor of philosophy (PhD) degree .......................................................... 70
Master of arts & specialist certificate ..................................................... 11
Licensure/additional licensure .............................................................. 459

Note: The preceding numbers are based on the most recent fully  
completed academic year.

Community Engagement Scholars Program 
Ryan Burgardt, Kinesiology, and Rebecca Pirko, Business and Marketing 
Education will receive the Community Engagement Scholars Program distinction. 

The University of Minnesota award recognizes undergraduate students 
for outstanding community contributions. To be eligible, students 
enroll in the Community Engagement Scholars Program (CESP). As 
participants, students must complete at least eight credits of commu-
nity-engaged learning coursework, at least 400 hours of community 
engagement, and six reflections. Scholars also complete an Integrative 
Community Engagement Project (ICEP) that results in the creation of a 
sustainable project for a community partner organization. 

Academic Regalia 
In 1895, the American Academic Costume Code standardized academic dress, 
including colors that denote fields of study. The color associated with education is 
light blue. Faculty regalia differs in the color of the robes and the hoods, based on 
the University from which they received their degree.
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Administration
University of Minnesota Board of Regents
The Honorable Mary A. Davenport, Mankato
The Honorable James T. Farnsworth, St. Paul
The Honorable Robyn J. Gulley, West St. Paul
The Honorable Douglas A. Huebsch, Perham
The Honorable Ruth E. Johnson, Rochester
The Honorable Tadd M. Johnson, Duluth
The Honorable Mike O. Kenyanya, Maple Grove
The Honorable Janie S. Mayeron, Minneapolis
The Honorable Bo Thao-Urabe, Eagan
The Honorable Mary C. Turner, Plymouth
The Honorable Kodi J. Verhalen, Elk River
The Honorable Penny A. Wheeler, Orono  

University of Minnesota Administrative Officers
Jeff Ettinger, interim president
Ann Aronson, chief marketing officer
Rachel T.A. Croson, executive vice president and provost
Mark Coyle, athletics director 
Jon Guden, interim chief compliance officer
Doug Peterson, general counsel
Shashank Priya, vice president for research 
Mercedes Ramírez Fernández, vice president for equity and diversity 
Jakub Tolar, vice president for clinical affairs and dean, Medical School
Chuck Tombarge, chief public relations officer
Julie Tonneson, interim senior vice president for finance and operations 
David McMillan, interim chancellor, University of Minnesota, Duluth
Lori J. Carrell, chancellor, University of Minnesota, Rochester
Mary Holz-Clause, chancellor, University of Minnesota, Crookston
Janet Schrunk Ericksen, chancellor, University of Minnesota, Morris
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College of Education and Human Development Administrators
Michael C. Rodriguez, dean
Nicola Alexander, associate dean for undergraduate education, 

diversity, and international initiatives 
Tabitha Grier-Reed, associate dean for graduate education 

and faculty development 
Rashné Jehangir, assistant dean for education opportunity programs
Cassie Scharber, assistant dean for professional and online education
Frank Symons, senior associate dean for research and policy

Department Chairs
Martha Bigelow, chair, Department of Curriculum and Instruction
Anne Foegen, chair, Department of Educational Psychology
Stacey Horn, chair, Department of Family Social Science
Kathleen Thomas, director, Institute of Child Development
Diane Wiese-Bjornstal, interim director, School of Kinesiology
Tania Mitchell, chair, Department of Organizational Leadership, 

Policy, and Development
Joan Blakey, director, School of Social Work

Alumni Society Board 
Jenna Mitchler (president), Julio Caésar (vice president),  
La Tasha Shevlin (past president), Louellen Essex (secretary),  
Ron Anderson, Emily DePalma Mance, Cody Freeman (graduate student 
representative), Sousada Grande, Danielle Hegseth, Kim Jenkins,  
Lisa Kaler, Kristin Morris, Jenni Norlin-Weaver, Jonathan J. Okstad,  
Jónína Ólafsdóttir Kárdal, Charlie Potts, Carlos Reyes, Allen Shen,  
Professor Stephanie Sisco (dean’s designee), Antwoin Stephens, Marina Uehara 

Commencement Planning Committee
Thank you to our commencement planning committee and numerous college 
staff members in making the commencement ceremony extra special for our 
graduates, their families, and guests.
Michael DallaValle, Ann Dingman, Patrick Doble, Laura Essig,  
Heather Hagen-Mohr (Co-Chair), Sarah Jergenson, Amy Kampsen, Kevin Moe, 
Kirsten Mortensen, Anna Mraz, Amy Pavlick (Co-Chair), Sara Pennebecker, 
Emily Prisland, Rochelle Privratsky, Rita Richardson, Nicole Shopbell,  
Henry Southwick, Ellen Sunshine, Josie Wilde, Ryan Wood, and Yuning Zhang
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In the following pages, undergraduate candidates are listed in alphabetical 
order followed by their major, second major, and award designation. College 
of Education and Human Development degree candidates may graduate with 
either Latin Honors (Cum, Magna, or Summa Cum Laude) or with distinction 
(Distinction or High Distinction) or both. These citations are provisional and 
do not become official until all requirements for the award are fulfilled.

Latin Honors Designations—Students graduating from the College of Education 
and Human Development through the University Honors Program have taken 
part in a rigorous course of study, research, scholarship, or other creative work 
in their major, culminating in an honors thesis representing independent work 
done under the direction of a faculty supervisor or mentor. Students graduating 
Cum Laude (with honor) have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.50 for the last 
60 graded credits at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities (UMTC). Magna 
Cum Laude (with great honor) awards require a minimum cumulative GPA of 
3.66, and Summa Cum Laude (with highest honor) awards require a minimum 
cumulative GPA of 3.75 in the final 60 graded credits at UMTC. 

Distinction Designations—Students earn graduation “with distinction” or 
“with high distinction” based on cumulative grade point average at UMTC 
with at least 60 graded credits completed at UMTC. Students graduating 
“with distinction” must have earned a cumulative GPA of 3.75 or higher in 
UMTC coursework at the time of graduation; students graduating “with high 
distinction” must have earned a cumulative GPA or 3.90 or higher in UMTC 
coursework at the time of graduation.

Majors are listed first with the department in parentheses:

Business and Marketing Education (Organizational Leadership, 
Policy, and Development)

Early Childhood (Institute of Child Development)

Elementary Education Foundations (Curriculum and Instruction)

Family Social Science (Family Social Science)

Human Resource Development (Organizational Leadership, 
Policy, and Development)

Integrated Degree Program

Kinesiology (School of Kinesiology)

Physical Activity and Health Promotion (School of Kinesiology)

Special Education (Educational Psychology)

Sport Management (School of Kinesiology)

Youth Studies (School of Social Work)

Bachelor of Science (BS) Degree Candidates
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Omar Abdelal, Business and Marketing 
Education, with Distinction

John Acarregui, Business and 
Marketing Education

Julianna Acierno, Sport Management
Halima Adan, Business and Marketing 

Education
Najma Ahmed, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Reagan Alexander, Family Social 

Science, with Distinction
Abas Ali, Business and Marketing 

Education
Nawal Mohamed Ali, Business and 

Marketing Education
Zubaydah Ali, Kinesiology
Ryan G Almaer, Business and Marketing 

Education
Maria Alvarado-Espinoza, Business and 

Marketing Education
Faysal Amin, Kinesiology
Carter John Amundson, Kinesiology
Jasmine Anderson, Business and 

Marketing Education
Amber Anderson, Early Childhood
AJ Anello, Business and Marketing 

Education
Karlee Elizabeth Aponte, Elementary 

Education Foundations, with 
Distinction

Nyah Ashanti, Kinesiology
Jaures Ayumba, Business and 

Marketing Education
Meritxell Barajas Martí, Special 

Education, with Distinction
Kayla Barnhart, Kinesiology
Simone Barries, Kinesiology
Muna Bashir, Business and Marketing 

Education
Thomas Baskfield, Kinesiology
Alyssa Bauers, Kinesiology
Nick Beaudette, Business and 

Marketing Education & Sport 
Management

Tyler Beck, Kinesiology
Olivia Rian Becker, Early Childhood and 

Elementary Education

Kawsar Beddel, Special Education
Natalie Belschner, Business and 

Marketing Education
Litzy Benitez Ortiz, Special Education
Jackson Berge, Kinesiology
Samantha Bessler, Special Education
Madisen Marlys Beuthling, Business 

and Marketing Education, with 
Distinction

Hanan Adan, Family Social Science
Mason Bishop, Sport Management
Lalisha Biswa, Kinesiology
Emmanuel Blabuh, Business and 

Marketing Education
Payton Blau, Business and Marketing 

Education
Anna Boettcher, Physical Activity 

and Health Promotion, with High 
Distinction

Kate Bonhage, Business and Marketing 
Education

Madison Bordwell, Kinesiology
Cade Bormann, Sport Management
Katie Borowicz, Business and Marketing 

Education
Kianee Pay Bouavichith, Family Social 

Science, with Distinction
Chloe Boucher, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with High Distinction
Megan Boucher, Kinesiology
Chloe Bouska, Family Social Science, 

with Distinction
Jessica Bowers, Youth Studies
Annika Brown, Kinesiology
Kaylee Brown, Kinesiology
Noah Browne, Kinesiology
Tatum Brudos, Business and Marketing 

Education
Adam Bruss, Sport Management
Lauren Buendorf, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with High Distinction
Catherine Buffington, Kinesiology
Kyle Buley, Kinesiology
Chloe Bunker-Skyberg, Early Childhood
Ryan Burgardt, Kinesiology, with High 

Distinction
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Ella Burgess, Kinesiology
Nolan Burke, Business and Marketing 

Education, with Distinction
Samantha Burmeister, Kinesiology, with 

Distinction
Caroline Burnett, Kinesiology
Yasmeen Caballero, Kinesiology
Gabriele Caldwell, Family Social 

Science
Nathan Callies, Kinesiology
Kate Campion, Business and Marketing 

Education
Tessa Marie Carlascio, Kinesiology
Elena Carlson, Kinesiology
Mai Nhia Chang, Family Social Science
Jiayue Chen, Human Resource 

Development
Weihao Chen, Sport Management
Jun Hyeok Choi, Business and 

Marketing Education
Andrew Christopherson, Sport 

Management
Benjamin Chua, Business and 

Marketing Education
Kiara Clusiau, Early Childhood
Kaci Coffman, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Lauren Cookle, Kinesiology
Tamara Cooper, Human Resource 

Development
Rebecca Cradle, Kinesiology
Braydon Crum, Kinesiology, with High 

Distinction
Rosita Cuate Galarza, Elementary 

Education Foundations
Olivia Cuoco, Family Social Science
Williane Fabricia Da Silva, Kinesiology
Sagal Daad, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Luke Danielson, Business and 

Marketing Education
Angelique Davis, Business and 

Marketing Education, with Distinction
Antonio Dawis, Special Education
Kedus Dawit, Business and Marketing 

Education
Julie DeBilzan, Elementary Education 

Foundations

Fanny Decattoire, Kinesiology
Isabel Deering, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Claire Diamond-Wheeler, Human 

Resource Development
Isaiah Diaz, Business and Marketing 

Education
Tommy Diffley, Sport Management, with 

Distinction
Zoe Dignan, Youth Studies, with 

Distinction
Donyae Dillon, Youth Studies
Joseph DiMotto, Physical Activity and 

Health Promotion
Vy Dinh, Human Resource Development
Bailey Dobberstein, Business and 

Marketing Education
Levi Dohman, Sport Management & 

Business and Marketing Education, 
with Distinction

Paige Donahue, Business and 
Marketing Education, with Distinction

Carly Doyle, Kinesiology
Christine Marie Drayton, Physical 

Activity and Health Promotion
Mackenzie Drews, Business and 

Marketing Education
Natalie Dumas, Special Education, with 

High Distinction
Kiana Dunagan, Human Resource 

Development
Jaeden Dunn, Business and Marketing 

Education
Spencer Dunn, Sport Management
Josey Dunne, Physical Activity and 

Health Promotion
Aaron Durant, Kinesiology
Julia Dylla, Kinesiology, with Distinction
Owen Ebelt, Kinesiology
Kyle Ebert, Kinesiology
Donovan Edwards, Business and 

Marketing Education
Sara Ehresmann, Early Childhood
Beesan El-Khatib, Human Resource 

Development, with Distinction
sam enebak, Business and Marketing 

Education
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Aireontae Ersery, Business and 
Marketing Education

Calyssa Eskeli, Family Social Science & 
Human Resource Development, with 
High Distinction

Jerid Fahey, Business and Marketing 
Education

Karmeal R. Fairley, Kinesiology
Zitao Fan, Kinesiology, with Distinction
Hunter Fasching, Kinesiology
Josiah Fick, Kinesiology
Lucas Finnessy, Business and 

Marketing Education, with Distinction
Alexa Fischer, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Kara Flaherty, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Carter Fleisher, Kinesiology
Iris Flynn, Kinesiology
Khadijah Fofana, Family Social Science
Sarah Fogel, Elementary Education
Gabrielle Foley, Family Social Science
Liam Ford, Kinesiology
Hannah Fox, Family Social Science, with 

Distinction
Sophia Frank, Family Social Science, 

with Distinction
Tyson Koenig Fredkove, Human 

Resource Development
Natalie Frisch, Kinesiology
Emma Grace Fronius, Kinesiology
Nano Fukuda, Business and Marketing 

Education
Peter Gancayco, Kinesiology, with 

Distinction
Michelle Ganopolskiy, Business and 

Marketing Education, with High 
Distinction

Hannah Ganyo, Special Education, with 
High Distinction

Olivia Garrity, Sport Management
Mary Nora Gatford, Elementary 

Education Foundations
Sydney Parks Gebhard, Kinesiology
Caryn Geiger, Kinesiology
Nicholas George, Kinesiology, with High 

Distinction

Rose L Giblin, Kinesiology, with 
Distinction

Owen Thomas Gin, Kinesiology, with 
Distinction

Courtney Ginestra, Special Education
Emry Godwin, Kinesiology
Sonia Gogan, Human Resource 

Development
Edgar Gonzales Reyes, Human 

Resource Development
Aliyah Gordon, Kinesiology
Tyler Gransee, Sport Management
Ryan Gregerson, Business and 

Marketing Education
Anna Gromoff, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Elena Grove, Early Childhood
Nick Gruber, Sport Management, with 

High Distinction
Lauren Gullickson, Special Education
Kira Gunawan, Kinesiology
Sophia Haddad, Business and Marketing 

Education
Elliot Hagen, Kinesiology
Mandeeq Haile, Business and Marketing 

Education
sowda haji, Business and Marketing 

Education
Madelyn Halloff, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Anna Chloe Marie Hansen, Special 

Education, with Distinction
Nicholas Hardiman, Sport Management
Mercedey Harper, Kinesiology
Alec Harris, Sport Management
Nicholas Hartman, Human Resource 

Development, with Distinction
Sarah Harville, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with High Distinction
Samuel Haskins, Business and 

Marketing Education, with Distinction
Zahuur Hassan Areey, Business and 

Marketing Education
Jonathan Hausten, Elementary 

Education Foundations
Sophia Hedlund, Kinesiology
Jillian Heilman, Kinesiology
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Tallen Johnson, Business and 
Marketing Education

Annette Johnson, Elementary Education 
Foundations, with Distinction

Kayla Johnson, Kinesiology
Tanner Johnson, Kinesiology
Shaylyn Johnson, Special Education, 

with High Distinction
Wyatt Johnson, Sport Management, with 

High Distinction
McKenzie Jordahl, Sport Management, 

with Distinction
Delaney Jordan, Kinesiology
Jewels Jorgensen, Family Social 

Science, with Distinction
Chloe Judge, Family Social Science, 

with Distinction
Jordan Juers, Kinesiology
Maggie Kamm, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Madilynn Kampa, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Stacy Kampa, Integrated Degree 

Program: Early Childhood Education 
& Family Financial Studies 
concentrations

Lily Kappes, Special Education, with 
Distinction

Gabriela Kauls, Elementary Education 
Foundations

Joshua Keller, Sport Management, with 
High Distinction

Mila Joy Keller, Sport Management
Dragan Kesich, Kinesiology
Samir Khan, Business and Marketing 

Education
Ka Lia Khang, Youth Studies, with High 

Distinction
Jack Kimlinger, Kinesiology
Josh Klicka, Sport Management
Emily Knutson, Business and Marketing 

Education
Lindsey Knutson, Elementary 

Education, with High Distinction
Emily Elizabeth Koch, Business and 

Marketing Education, with Distinction
Sophia Kopp, Business and Marketing 

Education

Mathew Hemsch, Kinesiology
Brendon Heng, Human Resource 

Development
Bria Henriksen, Business and 

Marketing Education, with Distinction
Jack Hentges, Business and Marketing 

Education
Lucas Hepp, Business and Marketing 

Education
Minnie Her, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Erika Her, Family Social Science
Nayeli Hernandez Limas, Business and 

Marketing Education
Angel Herrera, Family Social Science
Adonas Hiem, Kinesiology
Emelia Hinrichs, Kinesiology
Sophie Hodges, Kinesiology
Nicholas Hofstad, Kinesiology
Aubrey Holznagel, Kinesiology
Brandon Johnathan Hong, Business and 

Marketing Education
Mya Hooten, Business and Marketing 

Education
Tessa Houghton, Youth Studies
Brittany Cashay Howard, Business and 

Marketing Education
Freelar Htoo, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Emma Hukriede, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Andrew Huynh, Business and Marketing 

Education
Emily Ingemann, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with High Distinction
Daniel Jackson, Youth Studies
Carson Jacobs, Business and Marketing 

Education
Arthi  Jegraj, Family Social Science
Lauren Jenniges, Business and 

Marketing Education
Sophia Marie Jensen, Business and 

Marketing Education
Samantha Jeutter, Youth Studies, with 

Distinction
Sergio Jimenez, Kinesiology
Angie Jin, Sport Management, with High 

Distinction
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Grace Angeline Korpi, Business and 
Marketing Education, with High 
Distinction

Steven Kragseth, Sport Management
Catherine Kroeninger, Physical Activity 

and Health Promotion
Isaiah Krogh, Kinesiology
Laura Kuehn, Human Resource 

Development
Julia Kuehne, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Logan Kuklock, Business and Marketing 

Education
Kaylee Kulus, Kinesiology
Heather Kunkel Schuetz, Family Social 

Science
Yiying Lai, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with High Distinction
Taylor Landfair, Business and 

Marketing Education
Cooper Larson, Business and Marketing 

Education
Jordyn Larson, Business and Marketing 

Education
Brooke Lawrence, Human Resource 

Development
Tyrell Lawrence, Sport Management
Alexander Le, Business and Marketing 

Education
Kimmi Le, Business and Marketing 

Education
Nadia Lee, Human Resource 

Development
Wai Nok Lee, Sport Management
Kolbe Lelemsis, Business and 

Marketing Education
Aubree Leste, Kinesiology
Natasha Levy, Kinesiology
Martes Dejaun Lewis Jr, Human 

Resource Development
Kai-Yin (Karen) Li, Human Resource 

Development, with High Distinction
Sadie Lichtsinn, Sport Management
Amy Lin, Business and Marketing 

Education
Cody Lindenberg, Kinesiology
Hadlea Lindstrom, Sport Management, 

with High Distinction

Elise Little, Kinesiology
Isabel Loges, Early Childhood
Alexis Long, Business and Marketing 

Education
Dilon Louzek, Business and Marketing 

Education
Yuan Lu, Human Resource 

Development, with Distinction
Aaron Lund, Business and Marketing 

Education
Alexander Lyons, Kinesiology
Zakariye MuhammadWali Mahad, Sport 

Management
Alec Ryan Mahan, Sport Management, 

with High Distinction
Mary Marsh, Human Resource 

Development
Hannah Grace Marshall, Kinesiology
Sarah  Martin, Elementary Education
Angel Martinez-Johnson, Family Social 

Science
Meagan Marie Massie, Family Social 

Science & Human Resource 
Development, with High Distinction

Mackenzie Masters, Business and 
Marketing Education

Kenzie Mastin, Family Social Science
Melphis Mumbi Mathenge, Human 

Resource Development
Wade Matthews, Sport Management
Jane Mautz, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Saryn May, Business and Marketing 

Education
Caitlin McArthey, Kinesiology, with 

Distinction
Avalon McCormick, Business and 

Marketing Education, with Distinction
Mikayla McDurmott Warrington, 

Physical Activity and Health 
Promotion

Abigail Grace McElroy, Business and 
Marketing Education, with Distinction

Bridget McGuire, Kinesiology
Kenzie McKean, Kinesiology
Kai Makishi McKee, Kinesiology
William McKenzie, Elementary 

Education Foundations
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Keemarr McKinney-Van Buren, Physical 
Activity and Health Promotion

Megan Mckinnon, Elementary Education 
Foundations, with High Distinction

Annie McNally, Kinesiology
Elijah McNeal, Kinesiology
Amanda Meidl, Special Education, with 

Distinction
Annah Mellum, Human Resource 

Development
Lily Mendez, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Riki Menning, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Nahomi Merid, Elementary Education 

Foundations
John Patrick Michicich, Family Social 

Science, with High Distinction
Hanna Darlene Milham, Business and 

Marketing Education
Madison Miller, Kinesiology
Morgan Miller, Kinesiology, with High 

Distinction
Avery Minick, Special Education
Lily Mjaanes, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Ahmed Mohamed, Business and 

Marketing Education
Rayan Mohamed, Business and 

Marketing Education
ASMA H. MOHAMED, Human Resource 

Development
Sara Mohammed, Business and 

Marketing Education
Michael Monroe, Kinesiology
Janet Montejo, Business and Marketing 

Education
Isabela Mooney, Kinesiology
Paeton Griffin Morrow, Kinesiology
Grant Moser, Business and Marketing 

Education
Hnubci Moua, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Pa Nhia Moua, Human Resource 

Development
Andy Moua, Kinesiology
Bobby Moua, Kinesiology

Farah Mohamed Mourad, Business and 
Marketing Education

Dakota Mueller, Family Social Science
Haley Mueller, Kinesiology
Sanelisekile Muledhu, Kinesiology
Allison Murray, Kinesiology
Kourtney Muus, Family Social Science
Spencer Nath, Special Education, with 

Distinction
Brooke Neary, Kinesiology
Mitch Nelson, Kinesiology
Max Nelson, Sport Management
Jackson Newman, Kinesiology
Evan Ng, Kinesiology
Van Nguyen, Early Childhood
Jason Nguyen, Human Resource 

Development
Kevin Nguyen, Kinesiology
Margaret Nicholson, Business and 

Marketing Education, with High 
Distinction

Caitlin Nicol, Elementary Education 
Foundations, with High Distinction

Faith Niebergall, Elementary Education 
Foundations

Lillian Niese, Physical Activity and 
Health Promotion, with Distinction

Ava Nicole Ocel, Kinesiology
Kaele Ojeda, Kinesiology, with 

Distinction
Michael Esteban Olson, Youth Studies
Julia Orlando, Business and Marketing 

Education, with High Distinction
Jenna Osborne, Kinesiology
Grace Ose, Early Childhood, with 

Distinction
Muna Osman, Business and Marketing 

Education
Nathan Brodrick Ossell, Business and 

Marketing Education
Chloe Ouren, Special Education, with 

High Distinction
Riley Paul, Sport Management
Liesl Paulsen, Kinesiology, with High 

Distinction
Kaylee Peck, Early Childhood
Madeleine Elizabeth Pederson, Family 

Social Science
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Karina Pena Franco, Business and 
Marketing Education

Kathy Peña Franco, Business and 
Marketing Education

Paige Pettijohn, Business and 
Marketing Education

Megan Phillip, Business and Marketing 
Education

Kit Piper-Hauswirth, Elementary 
Education Foundations

Rebecca Noemi Pirko, Business and 
Marketing Education

Jake Pisarcik, Sport Management
Victor Pless, Business and Marketing 

Education
Mara Pletcher, Kinesiology
Mariana Pliego Cuautle, Early Childhood
Jeremy Plofsky, Kinesiology
Emily Porath, Business and Marketing 

Education, with Distinction
Tatiana Posusta, Human Resource 

Development
Emily Margaret Pottratz, Human 

Resource Development, with 
Distinction

Joshua Praml, Sport Management
Noah Pricco, Sport Management, with 

Distinction
Jamie Pritzlaff, Business and Marketing 

Education
Graham Proulx, Kinesiology
Megan Prouty, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Dianny Puentes Westenfield, 

Elementary Education Foundations, 
with distinction

Robert Lorenzo Purpuro, Sport 
Management

Shunlian Quan, Business and Marketing 
Education

Anna Quinn, Special Education
Amogh Rao, Sport Management
Idalys Raposo Cardona, Family Social 

Science, with High Distinction
Prisha Rawal, Family Social Science
Ethan Edward Reinke, Physical Activity 

and Health Promotion
Sophie Riewe, Human Resource 

Development

Jacob Paul Gerard Ring, Elementary 
Education Foundations

Megan Roberts, Elementary Education 
Foundations, with Distinction

Kelsey Roessler, Sport Management, 
with Distinction

Elena Rolfs, Sport Management
Talia Rosenberg, Business and 

Marketing Education, with High 
Distinction

Sarah Catherine Rosenberg, Special 
Education, with Distinction

Alyssa Julene Ross, Special Education, 
with Distinction

Jacob Rubbelke, Business and 
Marketing Education

Evelyn Ruocco, Elementary Education 
Foundations, with High Distinction

Greta Ryan, Business and Marketing 
Education

Britte Ryden, Human Resource 
Development

Jay Thomas Sander, Sport Management
Brooke Sandmann, Elementary 

Education Foundations, with High 
Distinction

Jonah Sandquist, Family Social Science
Jalisa Sang, Family Social Science & 

Youth Studies, with High Distinction
Ben Santos Meeker, Sport Management
Wendy Noelia Saquinaula Tocachi, 

Business and Marketing Education
Mia Bee Sassano, Kinesiology, with High 

Distinction
Lauren Saugstad, Kinesiology
Rose Say, Family Social Science
Jenna Schardin, Human Resource 

Development
Alison Scharff, Kinesiology
Brady Schmidt, Kinesiology
Claire Schommer, Business and 

Marketing Education
Claire Schonthaler, Human Resource 

Development
Sophia Schueller, Business and 

Marketing Education
Aidan Sellberg, Kinesiology, with 

Distinction
Michael Seokaran, Kinesiology
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Paw Moo May Shell, Kinesiology
Cari Simon, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Hanna Simon, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Deven Singh, Kinesiology
Sara Smelter, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Alivia Smith, Business and Marketing 

Education
Andrew Smith, Business and Marketing 

Education
Rachel Smith, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Messiah Smith, Kinesiology
Tanner Smits, Sport Management
Madison Snyder, Special Education, with 

Distinction
Victor Solberg, Family Social Science
Justin Solberg, Youth Studies, with 

Distinction
Hermela Solomon, Elementary 

Education Foundations, with High 
Distinction

Ryan Spafford, Business and Marketing 
Education, with Distinction

Jeanette Speltz, Early Childhood
Ian spiegelberg, Business and 

Marketing Education
Anastasia Spinachi, Business and 

Marketing Education
Lily Spooner, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Kyle Springer, Human Resource 

Development
Jackson Stair, Sport Management
Kai Stansberry, Business and Marketing 

Education
Laura Star, Early Childhood, with 

Distinction
Megan Stark, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with High Distinction
Noah Steffes, Kinesiology
Abigail Steinmetz, Elementary 

Education Foundations, with 
Distinction

GraceAnne Sterling, Family Social 
Science

William James Strand, Sport 
Management, with High Distinction

Tay Sullivan, Youth Studies
Princess Manel Suraju, Business and 

Marketing Education
Cade Swalve, Business and Marketing 

Education
Faith Sworr, Youth Studies and 

Sociology of Law, Criminology and 
Justice

Michaela Sy, Business and Marketing 
Education, with Distinction

Seth Symond, Physical Activity and 
Health Promotion

Angela Taing, Elementary Education 
Foundations

Tony Tan, Business and Marketing 
Education

Yichen Tan, Human Resource 
Development

Sirrmula Taw, Family Social Science
Dymend Tesfu Teklab, Business and 

Marketing Education
Maiseng Thao, Business and Marketing 

Education
Sunsuci Thao, Business and Marketing 

Education
Soukangya Thao, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Caroline Theis, Business and Marketing 

Education
Gavin Thomas, Sport Management
Mackenzie Thompson, Kinesiology
Michelle Phimmasone Thongkham, 

Kinesiology
Elyse Thoresen, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Isabelle Thorne, Business and 

Marketing Education
Sam Thurston, Sport Management
Andrea Tieku, Business and Marketing 

Education
Stephen Tolentino, Kinesiology
Cara E Toney, Kinesiology
Brian Phan Tran, Business and 

Marketing Education
Thien Tran, Business and Marketing 

Education
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Tram Tran, Kinesiology
Sy’Rai Trice, Sport Management
Lauren Uptagrafft, Elementary 

Education Foundations, with 
Distinction

Ethan Vanden Busch, Sport 
Management

Kennedy VanderLoop, Physical Activity 
and Health Promotion

Kou Vang, Business and Marketing 
Education

Suna Vang, Business and Marketing 
Education, with Distinction

Emily Vang, Elementary Education
Chumeng Vang, Kinesiology
Jackie Vang, Kinesiology
Eli Vasquez-Shaughnessy, Kinesiology
Adhithya Velmurugan, Kinesiology
Melissa Vi, Business and Marketing 

Education
Avery Virgin, Business and Marketing 

Education
Kenny Vo, Family Social Science
Mary Vue, Family Social Science
Jaxon Waldvogel, Sport Management
Valerie Wallace, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with High Distinction
Ellie Wallace, Family Social Science
Brenden Wallner, Business and 

Marketing Education
Marcus Walton, Business and 

Marketing Education, with Distinction
Aisha Warmahayye, Elementary 

Education Foundations
Nasteho Warsame, Kinesiology
Lauren Waszczenko, Business and 

Marketing Education
William Leonard Weegman, Kinesiology
Jordan Weets, Sport Management
Kayla Justine Weickardt, Kinesiology
Olivia Juel Weigand, Kinesiology, with 

Distinction
Abby Welter, Business and Marketing 

Education
Joshua Wendt, Kinesiology, with 

Distinction

Victoria Wensloff, Elementary Education 
Foundations, with Distinction

Mason West, Sport Management, with 
Distinction

MICHAEL WHITE, Family Social Science
Brenden White, Kinesiology
Paige Wicklund, Kinesiology
Elijah Wilke, Sport Management, with 

Distinction
Graci Lynn Williams, Elementary 

Education Foundations
Jackson Winter, Kinesiology
Anika Wirtzfeld, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Olivia Wolfe, Business and Marketing 

Education
Ka Xiong, Business and Marketing 

Education
Kong Xiong, Kinesiology
Bisola Yakoub, Business and Marketing 

Education
NewShoua Yang, Business and 

Marketing Education
Tou Yang, Business and Marketing 

Education
Yeng Yang, Business and Marketing 

Education
Arianna Yang, Elementary Education 

Foundations
Boonchai Yang, Kinesiology
Serenity Yang, Kinesiology
Yutai Yang, Kinesiology
Zi Yang, Sport Management, with 

Distinction
Ali Yassine, Business and Marketing 

Education
Yue Yu, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Elaine Yuan, Business and Marketing 

Education
Evia Zakovich, Elementary Education 

Foundations, with Distinction
Jelena Zbiljic, Kinesiology
Benjamin Kyle Zeller, Human Resource 

Development, with Distinction
youlin zhang, Kinesiology
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The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

The College of Education and Human Development is committed to recruiting, enrolling, 
and educating a diverse population of students who represent the overall composition of 
our society.
For alternative formats of this publication, please contact CEHD Student Services,  
612-625-3339 or cehdinfo@umn.edu.

05/2024

Check out CEHD’s Connect alumni magazine online, 
connect.cehd.umn.edu 
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5 ways to stay connected
Be an active College of Education and Human Development  
and University of Minnesota alum! 

Find the latest college news, events, and awards at cehd.umn.edu/alumni or scan QR code below.

Participate in the many 
engagement opportunities 

sponsored by the 
University of Minnesota 
Alumni Association and 

the CEHD Alumni Society. 
umnalumni.org 

Update your contact 
information to ensure the 
University has your most 

current details.  
update.umn.edu 

Attend events on campus, 
including the CEHD 

Homecoming Pre-Parade 
Party on October 25 for 

great food, music,  
and more. Visit  

cehd.umn.edu/events  
to find events  

throughout the year. 

Join our alumni 
and student 

networking group 
on LinkedIn, and 
follow CEHD on 
Facebook and X.

Join the Maroon and 
Gold network to access 

purposeful career-
related connections 

and advice for alumni. 
Maroonandgoldnetwork.

umnalumni.org.
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104 Burton Hall  |  178 Pillsbury Drive S.E.  
Minneapolis, MN 55455  |  cehd.umn.edu

Share your #cehd2024 and #umnproud commencement 
stories and photos on social media. 
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